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NEWS LETTER  DA TE  

Volu me 6 ,  Is su e 6 ,  
M arch,  2015  

The purpose of The Civic Club of Harrisburg (TCCH and TCCH Affiliates) is to promote and engage in civic and social activities which preserve 

the heritage of the Club and its landmark building; encourage cultural and historic interest in the community; contribute to improving the 

welfare and education of children and youth, seniors and those in need; and foster relationships with like-minded organizations. 

THE CIVIC CLUB NEWS 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg and Affiliates  “Civility with Purpose” Volume 10, #3, October 2018 
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Meagan Smith, Director of Genetic Counseling  
Program at UPMC Pinnacle,  

Pres. Myrna Delgado, Jeanne Schmedlen 

Megan Swope, Meagan Smith, Myrna Delgado,  
Shannon Gorrity, Jean Schmedlen, Sarah Miller 
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The October Luncheon: A great Success!!! 
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Marybeth Lehtimaki organized the dinner at the YMCA on 

behalf of the Civic Club. A huge thank you to all those 

who helped with dinner on October 10!  Eleven men en-

joyed a meal of Chili, Baked Potatoes, Salad, Dessert and Fuzzy Water to 

drink.  The water in itself is a treat as they usually get plain water or coffee.  Soda 

seems to really hit the spot.  Another treat Wednesday evening was the assistance 

of several young girls from St. Catherine's.  The girls enjoyed interacting with the 

men as assistants to one gentleman with a walker,  and being servers in the food 

line.  We are looking forward to our next evening in March.  I understand we will be 

serving an ethnic meal!  Keep watching for more information closer to the date. 

Again. many thanks to Myrna Delgado, Tammy Relken, Damaris Rodriguez, and 

Marybeth Lehtimaki.  

                 

November Civic-Minded Breakfast                   
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The Importance of  

Community 
 

 

Throughout high school, college and after college, many of us 
are on a mission to have the highest number of friends possi-
ble. For some reason, we think it’s quantity over quality. 
We’re certain that we’ll be cooler, happier and more popular 
based on a higher number - especially when social media 
comes into play such as Facebook. 

As we get older, we recognize the importance of having friends who are authentic and genuine - people who 
love, respect and support us. Most of us are happier with a handful of best friends who we can truly rely on 
compared to 25 friends who don’t really mean as much to us. 

 “Connecting with a community of like-minded women has added a new dimension to my life. I had been feel-
ing like my social life, my spiritual life, and my business life were 3 separate worlds, and suddenly I have a 
community where I can flow easily in and out of all 3 of those areas and feel understood. Our dinner conver-
sations jump from floating a new business idea to how to kindly dump a guy that we are no longer interested 
in seeing - and no matter what we are talking about, the lack of judgement that is present is something that I 
really haven’t experienced before, even with some of my dearest friends.” 

As my intentions in creating a community of like-minded thinkers became more clear, I began to conceptual-
ize exactly what I wanted to achieve. 

Here are five questions that I considered in terms of creating or joining a community: 
1. What are your values and what values do you want to be aligned within the community? 
2. What is the purpose and goal of creating or joining a community?  
3. How often do you want to engage with your community (ex: daily, weekly, monthly, etc.)? 
4. How do you want to structure your community (ex: private Facebook group, Meetup, Google group, in-

person meeting, dinner party etc.)?  
5. What do you have to offer the group and what do you want to receive? How can you share and collabo-

rate? 
With these questions answered, a plunge in creating or joining a community can become a reality. It’s im-
portant to feel a commonality between yourself and the other members of your community. It can help you 
grow and expand your business and/or career goals, make new friends, get turned on to new hobbies and 
interests and more. There’s no requirement to having too little or too many people in your group, it can be as 
big or small as you’d like. 

Communities are helpful to join or create because they provide support to the individuals who are impacted 
by the daily stress, struggles and chaos of modern life. Consider the five questions that I noted as you deter-
mine what type of community you are looking to build or join. Going in with a clear intention allows you to gar-
ner exactly what it is that you want to gain from having a group of people that you can trust and rely on. 

      From blogger Harper Spero 

Isn’t the Civic Club of Harrisburg a community like this? Make it yours today! Join into the events and 
happenings! 
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TCCH Members attend the TCCH Members attend the TCCH Members attend the TCCH Members attend the     
PA Breast Cancer CoalitionPA Breast Cancer CoalitionPA Breast Cancer CoalitionPA Breast Cancer Coalition    

 
The PA Breast Cancer Coalition held  their educational Conference on October 9th at the Hilton Harrisburg. This is 
a unique event devoted exclusively to breast cancer awareness and education. 
The PA Breast Cancer Coalition represents, supports and serves breast cancer survivors and their families in 
Pennsylvania through educational programming, legislative advocacy and breast cancer research grants. The 
PBCC is a statewide non-profit organization dedicated to finding a cure now—so our daughters won’t have to. For 
more information, please call 800-377-8828 or visit www.PABreastCancer.org. The PBCC will kick off its 20th Anni-
versary Celebration later this year through Breast Cancer Awareness Month events in October and beyond. At-
tending were several TCCH members as well as friends of TCCH.    

Jeanne Schmedlen, Mary Lou Dallam, 

Kathy Gates and Beth Cornell current 

and former members of TCCH. 

1000 women attend and fill the Hilton 

Ballroom to attend. 
Former First Lady Mrs. Casey 

and Jeannne Schmedlen (TCCH 

member) were instrumental in 

founding the PBCC. 

Nancy Jane Strohm Lenker of Camp Hill died on October 2, 2018. Born on June 7, 1931 in 

Westernport, MD, she would move with her family to Tyrone, PA and graduate with the Ty-

rone High School class of 1949. Nancy attended Maryland College for Women, Grove City 

College, and the Zeth School from which she received a degree.Upon graduation, she accept-

ed a position with Trans World Airlines in Harrisburg. In 1957, she married dairy executive 

and artist, David F. Lenker, and settled in West Hanover Township where they raised three 

children. She eventually returned to her tourism interests by launching a travel program at an 

area college and enjoying more than 30 years as a travel agent and international tour escort. 

A highlight of her career was receiving the Pan American Round the World certificate on a 

flight with refugees from Iran in 1979. In spite of her full life as a wife, mother, teacher, and 

travel professional, she was always a contributing member to many community organiza-

tions. Nancy was a sustaining member of the Junior League of Harrisburg, a member of the 

Harrisburg Chapter National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, a lifetime mem-

ber of the West Hanover Historical Society, and Past President of the Civic Club of Harris-

burg. She served on the boards of the YWCA of Greater Harrisburg, Cystic Fibrosis Founda-

tion, and Art Association of Harrisburg while relishing many other memberships and affilia-

tions 

IN LOVING MEMORY  

of our sweet and devoted  Nancy Lenker 
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News from Our TCCH Partners: 
Susquehanna Chorale Concerts – Tickets are on sale now for the “Candlelight Christmas” concerts, a central 
Pennsylvania tradition! Performances are Friday, Dec. 14 at Messiah College, 8 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 15 at Eliza-
bethtown Church of the Brethren, 8 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 16 at Market Square Presbyterian Church, Harris-
burg, 4 p.m. For tickets or more information, call 717.691.6036 or visit www.susquehannachorale.org. Special 
thanks to Season Sponsor Clermont Wealth Strategies. Susquehanna Chorale CDs make great holiday gifts! Our 
newest recording, “Roots & Wings,” will be released later this fall. Check out all of the Chorale’s recordings on 
our Web site. 
 
Historic Harrisburg Association: Three ladies who 50 years ago played leadership roles in the volunteer ef-
fort to furnish and decorate the newly completed Pennsylvania Governor’s Residence will reflect on their expe-
riences in a free panel presentation, Sunday, November 11, at 2:00 pm in the State Dining Room of the Gover-

nor’s Residence at 2035 N. Front Street. Did you know that Historic Harrisburg Association is reaching new 
audiences with new and expanded guided walking tours, narrated bus tours and heritage tourism experi-
ences in Harrisburg and the Capital Region? For more information and to start planning your personalized 
tour, please contact the Historic Harrisburg office at 717.233.4646 orinfo@historicharrisburg.com. 
 
Art Association of Harrisburg: Bus Trip - Foothills Artists Studio Tour 
Sunday, November 18. Ten artists working in a rich variety of art forms will open their homes and studios locat-
ed in and around Cashtown and Fairfield just west of Gettysburg in beautiful Adams County. We will visit and 
meet the artists and enjoy a wide range of painting, pottery, furniture and wood working, photography, stained 
glass, jewelry, and other beautiful art forms. 

Learn more about the studio at www.foothillsartists.net. Go to www.artassocofhbg.com to register. 
Friends of Midtown:  Fall Social: Wednesday. Nov. 14 from 6-8 at St@rtup HBG, 922 N. 3rd St. Join us for 

free wine & snacks. Come mingle with neighbors, meet our board and get to know more about Friends of Mid-

town. 

 

 Voices of the Valley:  under the direction of Gregg R. Mauroni, celebrates its 41st season in style. With special 

guests Jennifer A. Schramm and members of her outstanding orchestra from Cumberland Valley High School, 

Voices of the Valley welcomes you to a concert in celebration of the season, from the glorious splendor of a 

multitude of angels to the hushed wonder of a newborn child. Our upcoming concert series, “A Child is Born,” 

displays a wonderful array of choral colors with excerpts from Handel’s effervescent Messiah, beloved carols in 

bright, bold settings by Mack Wilberg, and more. Let us warm your heart with this sumptuous feast of the season 

- it wouldn’t be the same without you! Performances: Fri., Nov. 30th at 7:30 at Grace United Methodist Church 

in Lemoyne, Sat. Dec. 1 at 7:30 at Palm Lutheran Church in Palmyra, Sat., Dec. 8 at 7:30 in St. James Catholic 

Church in Lititz & Civic Club of Harrisburg for their Champagne Brunch on Dec. 9 at 1:00.  

 The Foundation for Enhancing Communities: COCOA & CONVERSATION: 
Join us for an evening of hot cocoa and conversation with Women’s Fund Dream Team members and our grant-
ees. Learn about the good work the grantees are doing in our community while completing your holiday shop-
ping. You are invited to attend and bring a friend. Register to attend at www.tfec.org/wfcocoa . 
Thurs., Nov. 29 5:30-8:00 at Service First/The Park at 330 E. Park Dr., Harrisburg. Hors d’oeuvres & wine & 
beer will also be served. 
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With Grace and Style: Furnishing the New Executive Mansion: 
Three Ladies Look Back 50 Years to 1968 Volunteer Effort 

 
Three ladies who 50 years ago played leadership 
roles in the volunteer effort to furnish and deco-
rate the newly completed Pennsylvania Gover-
nor’s Residence will reflect on their experiences 
in a free panel presentation, Sunday, November 
11, at 2:00 pm in the State Dining Room of the 
Governor’s Residence at 2035 N. Front Street. 
Anne Genter of Sewickley and Elizabeth Stone, 
of New Cumberland, are original members of 
the“Women’s Advisory Committee for the Exec-
utive Mansion,” the bi-partisan volunteer com-
mittee of 18 prominent Pennsylvania women 
charged with furnishing the mansion and collect-
ing historic antiques to match its Georgian peri-
od architecture.   
Dianne Shafer is the daughter of Governor and Mrs. Raymond P. Shafer, the first gubernatorial family to 
occupy the new residence; her mother, the late Jane Shafer, was honorary chairman of the committee. 
The committee was chaired by Mrs. Richard King Mellon of Pittsburgh. 
Anne Genter, a professional interior designer, has remained a volunteer with the Governor’s Residence 
Preservation Committee, the successor to the original committee. 
Elizabeth Stone likewise remains involved, today as one of the longest-serving members of the Governor’s 
Residence Docents Committee, whose volunteers conduct free tours of the residence for school groups, 
tourists, visiting dignitaries and others. Elizabeth is a long time member of the Civic Club of Harris-
burg. 
The panel discussion will be moderated by David Morrison, executive director of the Historic Harrisburg 
Association, who serves on both the Governor’s Residence Preservation Committee and the Governor’s 
Residence 50th Anniversary Committee. 
The program is open to the public, free of charge. The public spaces of the Residence and its Gardens will 
be open for touring before and after the program, between 1:00 and 4:00 pm. Free parking is available on 
adjacent streets and in parking lots immediately north and south of the Residence grounds. Entrance on 
foot and security screening will be at the main gate on Second Street. 
For more information, contact the Historic Harrisburg Association at 717-233-4646 or 
 info@historicharrisburg.com.   

  
 

Our Board meeting is on Monday,  
November 15 at 10:30 am.  

 
Please make every effort to attend.  

 

As usual, please let Myrna know if you are not attending! 
 

Thank you all for your efforts on behalf of the Club and community. 
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NOVEMBER 
 

Tess Bockes 
Peggy Purdy 

Patricia Stringer 

ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6!!!!!!!! 
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WE THINK YOU’LL LIKE WHAT YOU SEE!!! 
 

We have three sites! 
 

Our site to promote events and attract potential members/corporate bookings 

www.facebook.com/theoverlookballroom/ 

 

Our site devoted to bridal events  

www.facebook.com/Weddings-at-The-Civic-Club-of-

Harrisburg-207814666670457/ 

 

And finally…YOUR page!  A place to connect, find out what’s new! 

www.facebook.com/groups/249062505639381/ 

 

New to TCCH! CHECK IT OUT! 

    TCCH Website Markets our Historic Venue       

www.civicclubofharrisburg.com/ 



10 
The Civic Club News          The Civic Club of Harrisburg and Affiliates 

 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg 
P.O. Box 61407 
Harrisburg, PA 17106-1407 
 
“Civility with Purpose” 

OFFICERS  
 
President   ..................................... Myrna M. Delgado 
President-Elect  ........................... Marybeth Lehtimaki  
Secretary  ...................................... Jennifer Ostrander  
Treasurer  ........................................... Jennifer Kohler  
Director (Finance)  .................................. Beth Cornell  
Director (Programs)  ......................... Shannon  Gority 
Director (Membership)  ........................... Tess Bockes  
Director (House)  ......................... Contrena Baltimore 
Director (Newsletter)  ........................... Donna Winch  
Director  ................................................. Peggy Purdy 
Director  ................................................. Sarah Miller  
Director (Awards and Events) ................ …Karen Best  
Director (Communications/Media) ........Megan Swope  
Affiliates Chairman/Liaison  .......... Jim Imler (Acting) 
  
APPOINTED CHAIRS  
 
Archivist/Historian .................................... Linda Ries  
Scholarship  ............................................. Gail Bishop  

NOTE: Articles and images for the next The Civic 

Club News should be emailed to Donna Winch at: 

winch@comcast.net by 11/9/2018 

TCCH Phone line: 717-234-6736 
TCCH on the web: www.civicclubofharrisburg.com 
Email: civicclubhbg@gmail.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Civic-Club-of Harrisburg 

 

� Wednesdays, Nov. 7 – Dec, 19: 4-6 - TCCH Sip & 
Stitch Knitting Group at Overlook  

 

� Monday,   Nov. 12, 2018: 11:30 - Membership 
Luncheon at Overlook 

 

� Monday, Nov. 19, 2018 : 10:30 am: TCCH Board 
Meeting at Overlook 

 

� Tuesday, Nov. 27, 2018: 3:00: Deck the Halls! Join us 
to decorate Overlook for the holidays! 

LOOK WHAT’S AHEAD! 

Have you signed up for AmazonSmile? Support The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates every time you shop on Amazon’s 
website with no added cost to you. AmazonSmile will donate .5% of your purchase price to the TCCH Affiliates. Visit 
smile.amazon.com to setup your account. Thank you. 


