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The purpose of The Civic Club of Harrisburg (TCCH and TCCH Affiliates) is to promote and engage in civic and social activities which preserve 

the heritage of the Club and its landmark building; encourage cultural and historic interest in the community; contribute to improving the 

welfare and education of children and youth, seniors and those in need; and foster relationships with like-minded organizations. 

Harrisburg is 
widely known as 
the Capital of the 
Commonwealth, 
but it is also the 
“Unofficial Tap 
Capital of the 
World” thanks to 
Vicki Riordan, 
Founder & Artistic 
Director of Vicki’s 
Tap Pups and 
speaker for the 

upcoming August 31 luncheon of the Civic 
Club of Harrisburg.  

What Vicki began in 1997 with just 
seventeen students in a school cafeteria, now 
has membership of over 500 women and men 
from ages 21–86, (with an average age of 57), 
and has grown into the world’s largest adult 
tap studio.  Vicki’s Tap Pups offer seven 
levels of tap ranging from New Beginners to 
Advance and meet in their own studio and 
cultural center in Lemoyne. In addition to 
dance instruction amid an abundance of fun 
and exercise, however, the Tap Pups 
organization promotes a mindset of 
“Happiness Through Tap”® (By the way, 
several TCCH members are Tap Pups!).  

Vicki and her Tap Pups have also become a 
strong national representation of Baby 
Boomers by opening for A-listers such as 
Joan Rivers, Chubby Checker, Patti Labelle as 
well as recently appearing on the TODAY 
Show and CBS Sunday Morning.   

Not content to improving the health and 
happiness of just those in her studio, Vicki 
Riordan also initiated the “3 R Project” which 
directly benefits the YMCA of Greater 
Harrisburg’s Domestic Violence Shelter. 
Proceeds from various events throughout the 
year are donated to this cause. 

The first program of the 2015-2016 on 
Monday, August 31 starts with a Meet and 
Greet Reception at 11:30 a.m., followed by 
lunch at noon and the presentation. 
Reservations are required. Lunch costs $16 
and can be reserved by calling (717) 234-6736 
or e-mailing civicclubhbg@gmail.com by 
Thursday, August 27.  The program alone is 
free and open to the public, and will begin at 
12:45 p.m. Join us for the fun! 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg presents: “Tap Your Way to Health” 

Monday, August 31, 2015 
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October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month... 

“Tea and Conversation with White House Chef John Moeller” 

Benefitting TCCH and the Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition 

October 18, 2015 

 
TCCH is hosting at Overlook a “high tea” fund raiser on Sunday October 18 from 

2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m., 612 N. Front Street in Harrisburg. We are excited to be 

planning this event with our own non-profit partner, the Pennsylvania Breast 

Cancer Coalition (PBCC). The cost is $50 per person and the event will include 

delicious afternoon tea fare, remarks by Chef Moeller, a silent auction, and some 

surprises to be announced.  

Proceeds will support the PBCC and TCCH’s landmark building restoration 

fund. Honorary Co-Chairwomen are State Representatives Sue Helm and Patty 

Kim.  

“We hope to fill the ballroom with guests from throughout the region,” said Gail Bishop, president of 

TCCH, who added, “Chef Moeller is an engaging speaker who will share frank, humorous and engaging 

stories of serving three POTUS First Families—Presidents H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton and George W. Bush.”  

“The Coalition is thrilled to have the support of TCCH members and friends in Central Pennsylvania during 

October, Breast Cancer Awareness Month,” said Pat Halpin-Murphy, president and founder of PBCC. “This is 

a unique grass-roots effort that will help us fund medical research to find a cure for breast cancer so our 

daughters don’t have to. We welcome this new partnership event with a highly-respected community-centered 

organization.”              

Since its founding in 1993, the PBCC has been committed to fund research to find a cure, and until that cure 

is found, to continue to be the voice for breast cancer survivors in Pennsylvania. For more information about 

PBCC, contact Kristen Snoke, Community Outreach Director at (717) 769-2301 or 

Kristen@pabreastcancer.org.    

Save the Date Cards and sponsor requests for this event will be sent out shortly, followed by invitations. 

Parking is free in the city on Sundays, so guests are encouraged to use public spaces on State and Second 

Streets.  

TCCH is currently seeking sponsors for the event as well as participant support. 

TCCH Welcomes Erica Koup 

It is with pleasure we announce Erica Koup as the Civic Club of Harrisburg’s new Consultant of 
Marketing and Events. Erica studied Social Media Marketing at Rutgers University School of graduate 
studies and is excited to bring her knowledge of social media marketing to the position. Her experience 
consists of consulting non-profits, businesses and speaking engagements where she advises her clients 
on various social media marketing topics. Erica started on July 15 and has already made positive 
changes starting with branding the Overlook Mansion as “the premier historic events venue on the 

river” We look forward to the many creative and positive changes she has in store for our organization. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Welcome back! Our first speaker of the year, Vicki Riordan of Vicki’s Tap Pups is setting the 

pace with Tap Your Way to Health! on August 31! 

We have had a busy summer planning for this upcoming year: several volunteers have been 
involved with the scholarship fund; the committee has met several times for our fall 
fundraising event with White House Chef John Moeller; and the gardens are looking great. See 

more information about these events and activities elsewhere in this newsletter.  

These are just what you can see, but a lot has been happening behind the scenes, and it takes involvement by many 
members to make a TCCH a success. We also want to welcome Jean Cutler as our Membership Chair, Charlene 
Bashore as our Program Chair, Pat Shepherd as our Registrar and Linda Ries as our Newsletter Editor. Thank you for 

volunteering to take a leadership role in the organization! 

You will also be seeing a new face around Overlook. Her name is Erica Koup and she has joined TCCH as our 
new Marketing and Events Consultant. Her strengths are in marketing and you should see our name and what we have 
to offer showing up in new places as our rental business continues to expand. Please remember to give her a hearty 

welcome. We are just tapping along and would like to see your involvement grow as we continue to grow. 

 Thanks! TCCH President, Gail Bishop 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg welcomed new members Patricia Shepherd, Joy Cobb, Jennifer Kohler,    

Erica Koup, Suzanne Gale and Patricia Vance over the summer months. 

We would like to wish a Happy Birthday to the following members in September: Lynida Hudson, 

Brenda Martin, Melissa Snyder and Mary Zimmerman. 

Member Alice Anne Schwab has been appointed Executive Director of The Susquehanna Art Museum 
(SAM). Congratulations Alice Anne. 

The Overlook Yearbook for 2015–2016 was mailed to all members last week. Please review the information 
in the yearbook carefully and report any corrections to Registrar, Pat Shepherd at shep463@gmail.com. 
Thanks to Pat Shepherd and Kathy Gates for their work on the booklet this year. 

You will note the yearbook includes business card size ads again this year. A special thank you to members 
Sana Khouri, Diane McNaughton, Lisa DeNicola, and Arlene Holmes and non-profit partners PA Breast Can-
cer Coalition, The Boys & Girls Club of Harrisburg, Paxton Ministries, Food Bank, and Greenbelt for partici-
pating which will help defray some of the costs for publishing and mailing the Overlook yearbook. 

If you are currently receiving the Ladies’ Notes newsletter by mail and which to help the club save on the 
printing and mailing of it, please e-mail civicclubhbg@gmail.com and express your desire to receive the news-
letter by e-mail. 

Finally, our condolences to the Family of Alice Souder, who passed away August 10, 2015. Alice was a 
TCCH member since 1999 and served as treasurer. Her obituary can be read online at: www.myers-harner.com 
or www.pennlive.com/obits. 
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From the Garden 

—Mary Beth Lehtimaki, Garden Chair 

A big thanks to our Garden Committee members who have worked hard to contribute to the 
beauty of the garden and welcome two new members Lisa 
DiNicola and Christy Dasher. Due in most part to the commit-
tee’s efforts, this is the most exciting time of year for the gar-
den. All the effort put into planting, weeding, and mulching 
begin to show with a profusion of blooms. This summer has 
been rough, causing some flowers to die from too much water 
and causing things to over grow allowing the earwigs a private 
dining room to munch to their hearts content.  On the other 
hand, it has been kind to 
the grass. Between the 

weed and feed Harv Bell put 
down (before he and Tori left for their new adventure in 
California) and the rain, the grass is looking much 
stronger.    

Our hollies, however, are looking a bit stressed. In fact, 
the largest one at the southwest corner of the porch died. 
My husband and I removed it in July. We thought it was 
coming around after the harsh winter, but had a bad bout of 
scale, and wasn't recovering quickly enough for the needs 
of a formal garden. Scale, very detrimental to holly, was 
passed on to the two hollies by the ramp. They are now un-

der treatment. Much of the porch area was becoming over 
planted and the removal of our sick friend has opened this 
garden area offering continuity between the south and west 
facing sides of the porch. 

   We also have 
been maintaining 
the Genevieve 
Blatt garden plot 
along Front Street. 
As a service to the 
community we 

began caring for this 
plot three years ago. This year, a volunteer and friend of 
the club, Teresa Cahon, and I gave it a face lift. Weeds 
were taking over making it impossible to see the flow-
ers. As we worked we found leftovers from last year as 
some of the petunias had reseeded!   

Notice the holly scrub missing! 

Genevieve Blatt Plot 

Cordell Affeldt working in the garden 

Hydrangea in bloom 
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A Motivated Membership: Vital to the Success of TCCH 

—Jean Cutler, Membership Chair 

Groups need new members because they bring new ideas and talents, in addition to replacing members who 
choose not to renew for one reason or another. Retention of members is important, too! 

People join organizations for many reasons: they want to get involved, meet people, make new friends, ex-
plore interests, develop leadership skills, make a difference, and have fun. It’s each of our responsibilities to 
make certain that these reasons are fulfilled for both existing as well as new TCCH members! 

To successfully recruit and retain new members, each of us needs to be able to clearly and enthusiastically 
articulate The Civic Club of Harrisburg’s goals and objectives. Who are we? What is our purpose? What do we 
want to accomplish? 

For certain, we have an iconic and historically significant architectural landmark property that we want to 
maintain for the use of our membership and the general public. The property’s viability is central to its contin-
ued use. It generates income for its upkeep; however, managing the property takes a lot of time and energy. 
What other opportunities does our building offer besides paying the bills through our rental program? In addi-
tion to weddings and social events, could we be a Center for Civic Leadership? 

If we weren’t the stewards of an historic property and met in a church, public building or hotel, then what 
would we aspire to be? What can we champion that needs leadership, energy and our collective expertise? 
What’s the best way to create enthusiasm and energy among our members?  Should we focus on one project 
annually so we can make a significant impact?  If so, what should that focus be?  Where should we make our 
commitment? What are our plans for the future? 

As the new membership chair, I challenging each member to recruit one new member between now and 

December 31, 2015. In your quest for new members, please think about what’s important to you and your 
friends, family and acquaintances. What are their reasons for getting involved with a group? How can we all 
be part of an important civic project, together? 

One nice way to introduce someone to The Civic Club of Harrisburg is to invite them as your guest to one 
of our Monday luncheon programs or to the Holiday Brunch. Don’t forget to use the new membership booklet 
as a resource for encouraging or retaining members. The 2015/2016 booklet has been mailed and the programs 
and events are listed therein. To make it easy on yourself, if you know someone that wants to join, you can 
send their name directly to Pat Shepherd, Membership Registrar (shep463@gmail.com), and she will send 
them an application electronically or in the mail.   

And, above all, we shouldn’t lose sight of the goal to have fun! What are the best ways to socialize and 
celebrate our achievements? If all we do as a group is work, our members may quickly lose interest. After all, 
what is an organization without members? What good is a recruitment campaign if no one stays? 

TCCH Scholarship Fund 

The TCCH Hershey Park Voucher initiative by President Gail Bishop was a huge success this summer with 
many TCCH participants.. To date, we have been able to raise over $200 for the Scholarship Fund. With the $300 seed 
funds from the Manners Matter initiative many years ago, we should be able to develop parameters for awarding at least 
one or more scholarships to deserving senior(s) at Harrisburg High School this spring. Thank you to Sandy Minner, Beth 
Cornell, Gail Bishop, Joy Cobb, Jeanne Schmedlen, Brenda Martin, and Melanie Wagner who have participated. There 
are still many opportunities for you to help out. After the Park closes, volunteers will still be needed for “Hershey Park 
in the Dark” this fall and for events during the winter at the Giant Center. Just email Gail Bishop and she will put you on 
her mailing list. If you would like to donate to the Scholarship Fund at any time throughout the year, please send a check 
to TCCHA, P.O. Box 61407, Harrisburg, PA 17106-1407. Mark "Scholarship Fund" on your check. Also, if you would 
like to serve on the committee to develop the parameters for the scholarship, please contact Gail Bishop at 566-9479 

or gbishop3@verizon.net. 



Volunteer Opportunities  
 

• Serve on the Technology Committee to help with video equipment setup for program meetings. 

• Help setup for the August 31st luncheon and program. 

• Volunteer to help with the Tea on October 18, 2015. 

• Serve on a committee (Program, House Maintenance, Garden, Service, Membership, Historic Preser-
vation) 

• Help with miscellaneous house maintenance duties; fix pads on the bottoms of the chairs in the ball-
room, etc. 

• Volunteer to help host for non-profit partner events. 

 

To Volunteer, contact civicclubhbg@gmail.com or call 234-6736  
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Electrical work has been done on the historic 

light fixture on the porch. 

Junior Achievement Symposium for girls hosted by our non-

profit partner, Junior Achievement of South Central PA. They 

reported that both days there was lots of energy and enthusiasm 

and that all the girls left with huge smiles on their faces. Here is a 

big thank you from the group. TCCH was one of the sponsors for 

this event again this year. 

Wrought iron tables and chairs are needed items. 

Needed: Wrought Iron Tables and Chairs for 

Overlook Porch. Help the committee select and 

purchase tables and chairs. For donations, please 

send $125 for a set of one table and two chairs.  

The Dining Room has been enhanced with the donation of an 

early 1900’s era sculptured mirror and brass end irons for the 

fireplace by Beth Cornell. 
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TCCH Non-Profit Partners News 

Member Jean Cutler presented at the August 12th Civic Minded Breakfast on the City's compliance with the Federal 
Clean Water Act. We have fifty-three non-profit partners to date! Welcome to our newest partners: Economic & Cul-

tural Development Group, Modern Transit Partnership, The Foundation for Enhancing Communities, and Zonta 

Club of Harrisburg-Hershey. 

 
Upcoming Events hosted by our partners: 

▪ Susquehanna Art Museum: Celebrate the art and soul of the city with SAM during the Harrisburg Gallery Walk on 
Sunday, September 13, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Visitors can anticipate the opening of Towards a New/Old 

Architecture, a special exhibition in partnership with the American Institute of Architects in the main gallery, 
and The Edgeless Divide, a solo exhibition by Sun Young Kang in the lobby gallery. There will be a special mural 
dedication in the SAM green space at 5:00 p.m. All activities and admission are free. 

▪ The Ecumenical Food Pantry: was the beneficiary of the proceeds of Paulus Orchards (Mechanicsburg near Ski 
Roundtop) annual Peach Festival on Saturday, August 15th.   

▪ Historical Society of Dauphin County: The Harris-Cameron Mansion will be a stop on the Harrisburg Annual Gal-
lery Walk on Sunday, September 13. The Mansion will be open from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and will feature the 
photo exhibit “Harrisburg and the Susquehanna River” and a working artist. The Mansion will also be free of charge 
on Saturday, September 26 as part of Smithsonian Magazine's annual Museum Day Live! This nationwide event of-
fers free admission to anyone presenting a Museum Day Live! ticket at a participating museum. Guided tours will be 
available at 1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. (717) 233-3462. 

▪ PA Breast Cancer Coalition: Learn about breast cancer research, treatments, advocacy and survivorship at the 
PBCC Conference on Monday, October 5, 2015 at the Hilton Harrisburg. Attend workshops, exhibitions, and spend 
the day with health professionals and survivors who share our goal of finding a cure for breast cancer now… so our 
daughters won't have to. Early registration online for $65. Registration opens at 7:00 a.m. with the first session 
at 8:30 a.m. Also, don’t forget to join us for the Pink Party on Sunday, October 4 from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m.!  Visit pbcc.me/Conf or call (717) 769-2307 for more information and to register!  

▪ Harrisburg Choral Society: Do you love to sing? Come sing with us! Please see our website 
at www.harrisburgchoralsociety.org for details. 

▪ Center for Champions of PA: will host their 11th Annual Tournament of Champions Golf Outing on September 
25, 2015 at Manada Golf Club. Please see www.centerforchampions.org or call 717-232-9675 for more information. 

▪ Susquehanna Chorale: Put the Chorale's Youth Choral Festival on your calendars now!  It takes place at 4:00 
p.m. High Center, Messiah College, November 22, 2015. Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door. For more 
information or to order tickets, visit our website susquehannachorale.org or call (717) 691-6036. 

▪ Dress for Success SCP & TTS: You’re invited to the 9th Annual Gala “Betting on Success,” Friday, October 23, 
2015, 5:30 p.m.–11:00 p.m. at the Hilton Harrisburg.  Enjoy dinner, dancing, casino fun, silent and live auc-
tions. Cost is $125 per person. To register for this event, visit https://southcentralpa.dressforsuccess.org/get-
involved/events/. Our Fall Inventory Reduction Sale is taking place at the Harrisburg Mall, October 1–3, 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m., and October 4, 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the Bag Sale.  We are always looking for volunteers to sort inven-
tory and participate in other opportunities (717) 232-1333. 

▪ Art Association of Harrisburg: We are asking artists, members, and other residents of Central Pennsylvania to par-
ticipate in the 2015 Art Association of Harrisburg Survey. Results from the Survey will help to identify regional art 
trends, expectations and needs. The deadline for completing the survey is August 31, 2015.  Join us for the 27th An-
nual Harrisburg Gallery Walk on Sunday, September 13, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Admission is free. Visit 
www.artassocofhbg.com for more information. 

▪ Junior League of Harrisburg: The Junior League presents their Annual Happy Hour 5k fundraiser on Wednesday, 
September 16th on City Island. Registration opens at 4:30 p.m. and the race starts at 5:30 p.m. Register online now 
to receive an official t-shirt. Happy hour specials will also be provided to race participants! Registration is live online 
at Pretzel City Sports: www.pretzelcitysports.com/onlineform1.php?id=291 

▪ The Salvation Army of Harrisburg Shoe Strut: Friday September 11, 2015 from 11:00a.m. to 2:00p.m., Radisson 
Hotel, Harrisburg. Fashion, fun, silent auction, lunch, contests, featuring all things shoes! Best part? Providing kids 
in need with new shoes. For tickets or auction donations, call 717-233-6755 ext. 119 or visit www.shoestrut.com.
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Monday, August 31, 2015 

(11:30 a.m. Meet and Greet) 
Noon Luncheon  

“Tap Your Way to Health!” 
Vicki Riordan 

 
Monday, September 21, 2015  

(10:00 a.m.) 
Executive Board Meeting 

 
Monday, October 5, 2015 
(11:30 a.m.) Meet & Greet 
President’s Update & Noon 

Luncheon 
“Harrisburg: Your Water’s Worth It” 

Jean Cutler 
 

Wednesday, October 14, 2015  
(7:15 a.m.) 

Civic-Minded Breakfast 
 

 
Wednesday, October 14, 2015  

(5:00 p.m.) 
Service Project 

YWCA Residents Dinner 
 

Sunday, October 18, 2015 
(2:00–5:00 p.m.) 

Charity Tea for Breast Cancer 
Awareness 

White House Chef John Moeller 
 

Monday, October 19, 2015 
(10:00 a.m.) 

Executive Board Meeting 
 

Thursday, October 22, 2015  
(5:30 p.m.) 

New Member Orientation Reception 

Looking Ahead 

Have you signed up for AmazonSmile? Support The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates every time you shop on Amazon’s 
website with no added cost to you. AmazonSmile will donate 5% of your purchase price to the TCCH Affiliates. Visit 
smile.amazon.com to setup your account. Thank you. 


