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To mark the Civil War Sesquicentennial, TCCH speakers in March will be Larry and Annette Keener-Forley.  These 
husband and wife historians are active in Civil War organizations and activities in the Harrisburg area.   They will 
present “The Role of Women during the Civil War.” Women were essential to the war efforts of both the North and the 
South, taking leadership roles on the home front. Women performed many unheralded functions during the war. They 
participated in recruiting, making uniforms, equipment and ammunition, nursing soldiers, running farms and businesses, 
and, working with soldiers’ aid societies. Annette G. Keener-Farley is a member of the Cumberland County Civil War 
150 Committee and is a docent at the Army Heritage and Education Center in Carlisle.  Lawrence E. Keener-Farley has 
numerous connections to colleges and universities in the area. He is a board member of the Gettysburg Battlefield 
Preservation Association and a gallery historian at the Gettysburg National Military Park Museum. 
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LADIES' NOTES 

The purpose of The Civic Club of Harrisburg (TCCH and TCCH Affiliates) is to 
promote and engage in civic and social activities which preserve the heritage of the 
Club and its landmark building; encourage cultural and historic interest in the 
community; contribute to improving the welfare and education of children and 
youth, seniors and those in need; and, foster relationships with like-minded 
organizations. (2006) 

NEXT General Meeting is on Monday, March 5th and begins at 10:00 a.m.  
Lunch:   12:00 Noon at a cost of  $15.                      
Program: 1:00 p.m. Students ftom St. Stephens have been invited to participate. 
Calls for lunch reservations: TCCH, 717-234-6736, go to line #2 to leave an RSVP or call Kathy Gates - 730-9326   
by Thursday, March 1, 12:00 noon.  
 

 
 

Coming in March to 
mark the Civil War 

Sesquicentennial - 150 
Years Ago 

 
“The Role of Women 
during the Civil War” 

 

MONTHLY PROGRAM EXPANDS… 
Janine Pappalardo is leading the effort to expand TCCH’s ability to share our monthly programs with Senior Centers and 
Retirement Communities via the Internet. (Part of the Strategic Plan, Year 3)  TCCH will pilot the first of these interactive 
broadcasts at the March 5th program meeting on “The Role of Women during the Civil War.”  This will allow the speaker to be 
seen and heard at selected senior centers, and all members of the audience will be able to ask questions.  TCCH is grateful to 
Digital Samba, Inc. for donating this online service.  



 2

 

 

 

Legacy Members Welcome… 
TCCH Membership Drive – Do you know anyone whose mother was a member and desires to continue this legacy 
and support the Civic Club?  Please reach out to them or contact Kathy Gates and she will follow-up with 
membership application information. Our year runs from June 1 through May 31 with yearly membership payable by 
the 15th of May. The board decided to offer prorated dues for anyone wishing to join the club from now until May 
31, 2012.  Please pass along this information to your friends and invite them to join. The prorated dues are as 
follows: 
 General Membership TCCH or TCCHA - $25. 
 Sustaining Membership - $35. 
 Dual Membership - $30. 
 
The membership campaign is beginning to pick up momentum and the Membership Chair, Joan Bretz,  will be 
presenting at least 5 new members to the organization at the board meeting in late February. If you have a friend, 
their application form should arrive in the TCCH P.O. Box 6063, Harrisburg, Pa 17112 by February 25 , 2012 for 
consideration of acceptance.  
 

Floors Wonderful Floors…  
Rick Nissley has redone all the TCCH’s floors, repaired splinted areas and provide supports for the uneven floors.  Karen 
Taylor says, “A new client signed on the spot because of  the very shiny floors as they are a great selling point.”  The new 
restored floors are darker in the ballroom and blends with the walls better.  Both floors have very shiny coating that our 
cleaning staff agrees will be easy to keep clean and gleaming.  In early February, Beth Cornell, Jeanne Schmedlen and Kathy 

Gates did a walk- through with Karen to learn how she sells the use of the clubhouse.  

Board Retreat Is Big Success 
 

             
  Marybeth L., Karen A., Brian V., & Gail B.                    Susan M. and Beth C.   Barbara K. and Beth C.l 

 
Ten TCCH board members continued their support by spending 5 hours at our 2012 winter retreat.  The board 
members heard three presenters. Brian Van Sweden and Karen Arnold of the Pennsylvania Historic & Museum 
Commission (PHMC) shared grant opportunities for restoration and how to secure additional historic plaques for 
our club.  Susan Moran, a new member and professional event planner, discussed creating combination packages to 
increase rentals. And Barbara Kauffman, whose mother was a TCCH member, gave the board lessons in marketing 
and public relations. Barbara later joined the club.  

 

Jeanne Schmedlen is writing and extensive history of The Civic Club of Harrisburg.  She is researching 
former histories and reading minutes. This document will soon be accessible on the new website. A 
summary will be printed for those visiting the clubhouse. Many interesting facts are coming to the forefront 
and they will be shared in the newsletter each month 



 3

 
 
 

   
 
Using our regional breakfast as an opportunity to engage like-minded groups in our work in the community. TCCH 
is building partnerships with other non-profits organizations in the Harrisburg area who also nurture and provide 
civic services to our community. We are offer a Civic Club partnership membership with a reciprocal fee match to 
these organizations. Partners receive: 

� Use of the clubhouse/lawn free for one weekday event or at a reduced rate on the weekend 
� Be included on the civic breakfast leadership team 
� Include event notices in the “Ladies’ Notes” newsletter 
� Receive invitations to special events 

If you know of any non-profit organization that you think would be interested in participating, please contact Kathy 
Gates at 730-9326 or kgates808@comcast.net. The next Civic-Minded Breakfast is on Wednesday,  March 14th.   

New Partners include: 

• Art Association of Harrisburg 

• Capital Area Green Belt 

• Junior League of Harrisburg 

• Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition.  Six others are pending. 

 

March Launches TCCH Website, Logo and Branding Colors… 
 

                                   Examples under consideration 

 
TCCH Communications Committee, which includs: Gail Bishop, Janine Pappalardo, April Clark, Annette 
Streisfeld, Jeanne Schmedlen and Beth Cornell, spent the last three months working with Barbara Kauffman 
Associates as we re-vamp TCCH’s logo, colors, and by-line.  This “new face” will help us get more visibility, 
traffic, membership and event rentals. Already, with the new “TCCH Facebook” page, individuals have contacted 
us for rentals. The traditional image appears on every page with four colors behind it. The colors will coordinate 
other important tab pages including: Legacy, Community Services, Events and Members’ private section.  We 
have purchased our own Internet address.  The “Members only section” includes our board minutes and a gallery 
of current and historic images and photos.   

 

Tori Bell, Sana Khouri and Jeanne Schmedlen lead TCCH Nominations Committee and are preparing a slate 
for the elections to take place at the April Annual Meeting. Anyone wanting to assist TCCH and have her name 
added to the slate please contact chairman Tori Bell at 717-319-5710 by Tuesday, February 28, 2012.  
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“Civility with Purpose” 
 

 Mark your calendar… 
February 2012 
27 Executive Board 10 a.m. at the Giant Community Center 
on Linglestown Road. 
 
March 2012 
5  General Meeting 10 a.m.  
Lunch: 12 noon 
Program: “The Role of Women during the Civil War,” 
 by Larry and Annette Keener-Farley  
14 Civic-Minded Breakfast for Non-Profits 7:30 a.m. 
19 Executive Board 10 a.m. 
 
April 2012 
2  Annual Business Meeting & Election of Officers 10 a.m.  
Lunch: 12 noon 
Program: Hershey Gardens “Beautiful Butterflies.”  
Learn about the butterfly house and more. 
26 Executive Board 10 a.m. (This is a NEW date.)  
 
 
 
 

May 2012 
7  General Meeting 10 a.m.                   
Lunch: 12 Noon 
Program: “ Lifestyle 
Empowerment” with Ronda 
Giddings and panel  
20  Special Events Annual 
Luncheon  & Installation of 
Officers  
Lunch: 12:30 p.m. 
Program:  Presentation by Jeff 
Winand, florist to two U.S. 
Presidents and The Hershey Hotel.  
(This is a Sunday.) 
 
June 2012 
5  Board Officers Planning  
Meeting 10 a.m.  
Lunch: 12 noon 
 
 
      

   

  

New email address for 
TCCH to reach board 

officers: 
civicclubhbg@gmail.com 

 

We are now on Facebook!  Check out the new photos of 
our events.  
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Civic-Club-of 
Harrisburg 

 

Let’s support our Non-Profit Partners Functions: 
Art Association of Harrisburg: Bal Masque 2012 “Creatures of the Night” is this year’s theme and starts at 7 p.m. at the 
Appalachian Brewing Company, Cameron Street.  Tickets at the door or maybe purchased at Art Association of Harrisburg.  

 Harrisburg Symphony: The Harrisburg Symphony Society will present the 2012 Showhouse & Gardens tours from May 
19th to June 10th .  As a partner of the Civic Club, they are offer our organization a special opportunity to purchase tickets at a 
discounted rate of $12.  If interested in purchasing tickets, please contact Kathy Gates at 717-730-9326 or 
kgates808@comcast.net by May 1st. 


