
1 

Volume 7, Issue 6, March 2016 

 

NEWS LETTER  DA TE  

Volu me 6 ,  Is su e 6 ,  

M arch,  2015 

LADIES’ NOTES 

The purpose of The Civic Club of Harrisburg (TCCH and TCCH Affiliates) is to promote and engage in civic and social activities which preserve 

the heritage of the Club and its landmark building; encourage cultural and historic interest in the community; contribute to improving the 

welfare and education of children and youth, seniors and those in need; and foster relationships with like-minded organizations. 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg and Affiliates  “Civility with Purpose” Volume 7, Issue 6, March 2016 

GATSBY RETURNS FOR  

FOURTH ANNUAL FUND RAISING GALA 

SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2016 
   

Mark your calendars!! Back by popular demand, Gatsby’s Party will roar again at 
The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates’ fourth annual gala.    
 

From 5:30–8:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 15, guests will enjoy the music and merriment of 
the elegant Jazz Era and drink in the views of West Egg from the banks of the East Shore of 
the Susquehanna River. For $135 per person, guests can immerse themselves in the opu-
lence and excitement of the Roaring Twenties, enjoy outstanding cuisine and fabu-
lous entertainment, and bid on exquisite auction items worthy of the mysterious Jay Gatsby 
and his Daisy Buchanan.  
 

Anchor Valerie Pritchett of WHTM-TV 27 will serve as the evening's guest emcee, and Sen. Pat Vance of Cumber-
land County will serve as the honorary chair. Jim Imler and Gail Bishop are leading the planning committee with its pe-
riod theme of “Gatsby’s Party: The Celebration Continues: Knock Three Times to Enter.”  
 

Mirroring Jay Gatsby's iconic parties on the Gold Coast of Long Island, guests will celebrate in sumptuous style at the 
only remaining mansion on the west side of Front Street on the East Shore of the Susquehanna River. Overlook will be-
come Daisy’s Lands End estate as the grandeur and lavish lifestyle of that unforgettable age is recreated at dusk. Proceeds 
from the event will support the restoration and preservation of the Club's historic building and community out-
reach programs.   
 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg/Affiliates have partnered with almost fifty nonprofit organizations who meet bi-monthly at 
the 119-year-old building, which is included on the National Register of Historic Places, to discuss mutual issues 
and offer six free public lectures on issues affecting the city and region.    
 

 For additional information, please email civicclubofhbg@gmail.com or visit our website.  Don’t miss this memorable 
event! 

March Program: “Wildlife Wonders Along the Majestic Susquehanna” 
 
Join us for the March 7 luncheon featuring Paul Zeph, former Director of Conservation for the National Audubon Society 
in Pennsylvania. Paul has spent decades promoting and coordinating environment projects and conservation programs 
throughout Pennsylvania.  He has overseen the Highlands Action Program in the Appalachian regions in West Virginia, 
Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania and served as the Vice President for Environmental Education of “Earth Force” in 

which he engaged hundreds of thousands of youth in local environmental projects. Paul will high-
light the beauty of the Susquehanna River and its wildlife literally in the backyard of The Civic 
Club’s Overlook mansion. 
 
The Meet and Greet Reception begins at 11:30 A.M., with the President’s update and luncheon to 
follow at noon. The lunch is being provided by Premier Caterers and the cost is $16 with reserva-
tions due by noon on Thursday, March 3. The program will begin around 12:45 and is free and open 
to the public. 
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TCCH Affiliates Receive Grants! 
 

The TCCH Affiliates would like to announce they have received two grants for 2016. The first grant 
was awarded by the Kline Foundation in amount of $1,500 for upgrades to the Handicapped Ramp and 
Front Street entrance door. The second grant was awarded by the Stabler Foundation in the amount of 
$2,000 for upgrades to our website. Both of these Grants will be matched by the Affiliates from income 
from Gala IV. 

Report from Preservation/Restoration Committee 
    --Gina M. Douty 

 
For about four hours, six enthusiastic HACC architectural students and their instructor came on January 21 
to begin measuring the building to prepare architectural drawings.  They are concentrating on the first floor 
and ballroom.  They will be back for at least another visit to verify measures and gather more data. 
 

Current Developments: 
 

Electrical issues:  Paul from Colonial Electric came on Monday afternoon, 2/1/2016, to complete the survey 
work of the building. Ryan Hannold, part of the team, is completing the drawings of the building. Paul will 
have these added to the drawings, no additional costs incurred. Paul will be supplying us with a cost esti-
mate for work to be done; however, we will need to have the plaster in basement tested for asbestos first. 
We are in the process of locating a facility to do this.  
 

Additional electric work:  We discussed briefly with Paul about electricity to be run for the blinds and possi-
bly a light above the ice maker in basement. They will be giving us, in their estimates, better locations for 
lighting, wiring, etc. We continue to check with them.  
 

Bench in basement:  On Monday, 2/1/2016, I met with Sean Connor of Harrisburg to review the bench in the 
basement for restoration work. Recommendations will be presented after speaking with a few members as to 
the history of the piece, or at the retreat, whichever happens first.   
 

Ironwork:  Sean Connor also looked at the ironwork in need of repair in the basement. He is going to see 
what he could do about these pieces.  
 

Old refrigerators in basement:  I looked into having PPL pick up the refrigerators for a $35 incentive, but 
this program has been suspended. Perhaps we need to call another junk hauler to remove these. 
 

Preservation Committee:  Gina contacted several members who stated they were interested in being on this 
committee. Would still like to organize a clean out of the basement…
perhaps come Spring…that way if anything else needs to be hauled 
away, it can be done so with the refrigerators.   
 

Preservation Plan:  I should be hearing within a week or so if my fi-
nal project idea was selected…fingers crossed.     
 

See the realphoto postcard of the Fleming Residence that I found on 
CardCow.com . 

Overlook in the Snow 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

I am pleased to announce that Kathy Gates will chair the Scholarship Committee as they begin to 
develop and establish the guidelines for the scholarship to be awarded to a deserving Harrisburg 
senior who has been accepted for a post-secondary education. There continues to be 
opportunities to volunteer to raise money for this fund. Please contact me if you are interested. 
Shortly, a new e-mail blast will be sent out to all members as TCCH renews their contract with 
HERCO for the 2016 Season. I will be looking forward to having more members participating. A 
big thank you to all who participated this past year! 
 
The GALA IV Committee has been meeting and positions have been filled. We still need volunteers to help out 
around the time of the event. DO NOT HESITATE…PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO HELP.  There are many small jobs 
for which help will be needed; gathering auction items, decorations, and set up, to mention a few. Please send a 
message of interest to civicclubhbg@gmail.com or call (717) 234-6736 and leave a message. The GALA’s theme is 
“Gatsby’s Party: The Celebration Continues: Knock Three Times To Enter.” The party is scheduled for Sunday, May 
15, 2016 from 5:30-8:30 p.m. immediately following the Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra’s final performance for the 
season. 
 
The Nominating Committee, chaired by Brenda Martin, has been hard at work and doing a great job. The slate is  
presented in this newsletter and will be voted on by the membership at the April 4th luncheon/program. Installation of 
Officers will be at the May 2nd luncheon/program meeting.  A big thank you to the committee. 
 
Gail Bishop, TCCH President 

TCCH Annual Retreat Wrap Up 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg leadership and members met on January 11 and February 8 to develop ideas for a three-
year Strategic Plan. There was good discussion as we acknowledged our accomplishments from the past Strategic Plan. 
We broke into groups to establish lists of goals for the next three years. These lists will help to develop the Strategic 
Plan. We will share highlights of the resulting plan with members in a subsequent newsletter. Thanks to everyone who 

participated! 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Contact civicclubhbg@gmail.com or call 234-6736 
 

• Help with setup and cleanup for the March 7th program – contact Charlene Bashore 
• Help serve at the YMCA on March 9th – contact Mary Beth Lehtimaki at 599-5863 
• Encourage your friends to join the TCCH membership at the current reduced price 
• Help with the Scholarship program by working at Hershey Giant Center this winter or make a donation –      

contact Gail Bishop at 566-9479 
• Serve on the Gala IV committee or help with the Silent Auction – contact Gail Bishop 
• Volunteer for Service Day 2016 on April 14, 2016. Contact Mary Beth Lehtimaki 
• Serve on a Standing Committee – Membership, Service, Newsletter, Program, Garden, Social, Technology, 

PR/Communications, Non-Profit Partnerships, Finance, Scholarship, Gala IV 
• Sign up for Amazon Smile 
• “like” the Civic Club Facebook page 
 

Please note – all mail directed to TCCH should be sent to P.O. Box 61407, Harrisburg, PA 17106-1407 
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The Civic Club of Harrisburg 

Proposed Slate of Officers for 2016-17 

Election will be held at the April 4th luncheon/program 

 
President .......................................................... Judy Imler 
President Elect ................................................. Myrna Delgado 
Secretary .......................................................... Marybeth Lehtimaki 
Treasurer .......................................................... Contrena Baltimore 
Director-Communications and Media ............... Diane McNaughton 
Director-Finance .............................................. Beth Cornell 
Director-Preservation/Restoration..................... Gina Douty 
Director-Program ............................................. TBA 
Director-Service Committee ............................. Sandy Minner 
Director-Membership ....................................... Jean Cutler 
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Keeping The Faith:  

Sustaining the Mira Lloyd Dock and Gifford Pinchot Legacies in the 21st Century 
 

As reported in the October issue of Ladies’ Notes, WITF was producing documentaries on 
Pennsylvania’s conservation heritage. Two of these are now complete, and showcase one of  
our own. We are celebrating with the following event!  
 
Join us for an afternoon of viewing conservation history followed by a discussion of 21st 
Century goals on Sunday April 3, 2016 2:30–5:00 p.m. at the Civic Club of Harrisburg.   
We will be showing the new WITF documentaries, Mira Lloyd Dock: A Beautiful Crusade  

and Gifford Pinchot’s Conservation Legacy, followed by a panel discussion.  
 
Ms. Dock is best known for her role in advocating for the improvement of the City of 
Harrisburg through the Harrisburg City Beautiful Movement, which became a national model 
for other cities around the United States. She used her expertise and connections to become the 
first woman to be appointed to a prominent state government position as a member of the state 
Forestry Reservation Commission. She also worked with Dr. Joseph T. Rothrock to create the State Forest Academy, 
what is now the Penn State Mont Alto campus. She was also one of the founding members of The Civic Club of 
Harrisburg.    
 
Gifford Pinchot promoted the idea of “conservation of natural resources” with an emphasis on sustainability. As head of 
the U.S. Forest Service, Pinchot used the policy, “the greatest good for the greatest number in the long run” to add more 
than 150 million acres to the national forest reserve, balancing conservation with economic benefits. In 1920, he became 
Pennsylvania’s Commissioner of Forestry and increased the number of foresters and firefighters in the newly designated 
state forests. As Governor of Pennsylvania, during the Great Depression, Pinchot hired men to replant and reforest the 

forests of northern tier counties and build and pave roads throughout the state. This program 
became President Roosevelt’s model for the federal Civilian Conservation Corps. In the 
1960’s, the Pinchot family home, Grey Towers, was donated to the US Forest Service by 
Gifford and Cornelia’s son, Dr. Gifford Bryce Pinchot. 
 
TCCH is pleased to be hosting this event at The Civic Club of Harrisburg’s historic Overlook. 

Fifteen different organizations are collaborating to present this timely program.  Several 
exhibitors will have small displays relevant to the topics and information about resources and 
programs to help residents of the Capital region become familiar with environmental issues 
needing community appreciation, understanding and participation.  
 
The program is free and light refreshments will be served. Please join us on Sunday, April 3, 
2016 from 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

Scholarship Committee Update 
 
A Scholarship Committee has been formed. They will be tasked to write the guidelines for awarding The Civic Club 
of Harrisburg scholarship to a qualified applicant this May. Kathy Gates will chair the committee that includes Judy 
Imler, Donna Winch, Shelley Beyer and Mary Davis.  Our friends from Estamos Unidos de Pennsylvania have 
agreed to partner with us on this project. Most of the funds for the scholarship have come from those who have vol-
unteered their time to work for the Hershey Park voucher project initiated by our President, Gail Bishop.  Thank you 
to those who are participating.  If you would like to send in a donation for the scholarship fund, please send a check 
to TCCHA, PO Box 61407, Harrisburg, PA 17106-1407. 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 
Welcome to these new members. Please add their personal data to your yearbook. 
 
Contrena Baltimore   LeighAnn Urban   Claire Powers 
2315 Hoffer Street   1721 Green St    3012 N. 2nd St 
Harrisburg, PA 17103   Harrisburg, PA 17102   Harrisburg, PA 17110 
(717) 238-1551 (h)   (717) 579-4764 (c)   (717) 233 6338 (h) 
(717) 554-9900 (c)   leighann.urban@gmail.com  (717) 599-4321 (c)  
contrena.baltimore@gmail.com                   joeandclaire1@gmail.com 
 
 
Happy Birthday wishes to these ladies in March – Chantal Atnip, Doris Coyne, Jean Cutler, Myrna Delgado, 
Lisa DeNicola, Patricia Ferris, Helen Nauman, Gladys Nelson, Patricia Shepherd 
 
We are proud to announce that on March 16, 2016, the following TCCH members will receive the Women of 

Excellence Award hosted by the YWCA: Carol Howard as Legacy Honoree, Lynida Hudson & LeighAnn 
Urban. Congratulations ladies! 
 
It is with sadness to announce the passing of Doris Boswell on February 13, 2016. Doris was an Honorary      
35-year member of TCCH. 

March Membership Madness at TCCH–And It’s Not About Basketball! 
 

  --Jean H. Cutler, TCCH Membership Chair 
 
Recently I had a meeting with Una Martone, the executive director of Leadership Harrisburg and Board Mem-
ber of the Harrisburg Rotary Foundation. Among other things, I wanted to speak with her about ways TCCH 
might build our membership and strengthen our leadership. She had some good ideas that I want to share with 
you. 
 
Una was pleased to know we are focusing on the rehabilitation of Overlook, our jewel in the crown. Among 
her suggestions were undertaking a survey of our members to find out their expectations for their involvement 
with TCCH as well as holding a focus group of Harrisburg community leaders and organizations to ask them 
about how TCCH can best serve the Harrisburg and the central Pennsylvania community.  
  
Because there are so many service organizations in Harrisburg, Una thought it might be a viable way to com-
plete some of our service mission by positioning TCCH members with other organizations that already have 
established service programs, but need more volunteers. 
 
I think these suggestions merit our consideration. I’d really like to hear what you, our members, think about 
how to grow our membership and strengthen our leadership and whether you would support any of these ideas 
with your participation and support. Please contact me at jecutler32@gmail.com 
 
March is a great time to promote TCCH membership while the application fee is 1/2 price through the end 

of the 2015–2016 membership year which is May 31, 2016. 

 
Don’t forget that your TCCH membership entitles you to bring a potential TCCH member to one of TCCH’s 
program luncheons for free!  
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TCCH Non-Profit Partners Update  
 

See list below for events hosted by our non-profit partners. You are welcome to attend. 

▪ Susquehanna Chorale - The Susquehanna Children's Chorale, one of the Chorale's four educational choirs, will 
participate in a performance of J. S. Bach's St. Matthew Passion at 7:00 p.m. on March 12 at St. Stephen's Episcopal 
Cathedral in Harrisburg. T. Herbert Dimmock will conduct the performance, which features the Bach Choir of Baltimore. 
Pre-sale tickets are $25 through www.musicbytheriver.org, or $30 at the door. 

▪ Voices of the Valley (formerly the Lebanon Valley College Alumni Chorale) - will give a concert of choral    music at 
Calvary United Methodist Church, 4700 Locust Lane, Harrisburg, on April 23, 2016, at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are $15 for 
adults, $10 for seniors (60+) and $5 for students. Tickets are available by calling 717-503-0563, the church office at       
717-545-0021 or at the door the day of the concert. 

▪ Harrisburg Choral Society – will perform its annual Lenten Reflections concert on Sunday, March 6, at 3:00 p.m. at 
Camp Hill Presbyterian Church, 101 N. 23rd Street, Camp Hill.  The concert will feature a number of Lenten-themed 
works as well as the Easter portion of The Messiah.  Tickets ($15 general admission, $12 for seniors, $5 for students) will 
be available at the door or can be purchased in advance from any Choral Society member or on the organization's 
website, www.harrisburgchoralsociety.org. 

▪ Susquehanna Art Museum - New Light: The Pennsylvania Impressionists, Highlights from the Woodmere Art Museum 

Collection is currently on view in the Susquehanna Art Museum’s main gallery through May 22. Fred Haag: Paintings is 
currently on view in the lobby gallery through May 8. New classes and events posted regularly 
at www.SusquehannaArtMuseum.org 

▪ Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA - Every box of Girl Scout Cookies sold from February 27 - March 27 helps our Girl 
Scouts learn important skills like decision making, people skills, money management, goal setting and business ethics. In 
addition, it helps our Girl Scouts do incredible things like help fund community service projects and helps keep Girl 
Scouting affordable for all Girl Scouts. 

▪ Central PA Food Bank – The 23rd Annual Soup & A Bowl event will be held on Monday, March 14 at the Radisson 
Hotel Harrisburg from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. With a St. Patrick’s Day theme, attendees will enjoy a light lunch, live music, 
pottery demonstrations & the opportunity to choose a handcrafted, one-of-a-kind pottery bowl keepsake. To order tickets, 
please visit www.centralpafoodbank.org or call 717-564-1700. 

▪ The Foundation for Enhancing Communities - You’re invited! Join the Women’s Fund on March 16, 2016 for the 2016 
Annual Grantee Recognition Breakfast and be inspired by the stories of the 2015 Women's Fund grantees and how the 
grant they received is empowering women and girls. For more information or to register,  

       visit https://tfec.org/2016granteebreakfast. 

▪ Center for Champions – The Youth and Family Mentoring will be holding their annual dinner and silent auction 
on March 31st at The Red Lion Hotel in Harrisburg.  Visit cfcdinner2016.eventbrite.com to purchase tickets.  Contact Jeff 
Bruce for more information: cfcjeffb@gmail.com  717-232-9675 

▪ The Salvation Army Harrisburg Capital City Region - The Annual Civic Event will be held on May 17, 2016 with a 
very special presentation from guest Col. Douglas Wheelock, Commander International Space Station Expedition 25. Pre-
event Space Camp experience for TSA kids; dinner and interactive adventures in exploration for guests!  For info, contact 
Cindy Minnich at cindy.minnich@use.salvationarmy.org or 717-233-6755 ext. 119.  

▪ Shalom House - Saturday February 27, 2016, Theater Event with Reception & Silent Auction at The Jay & Nancy 
Krevsky Production Center to benefit Shalom House. Call 920-4906 or visit www.shalomhouse.net for more information. 
Also, we are participating in the 2016 Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community.  Individual Walkers & Teams 
Welcome.  Call 920-4906 or visit www.shalomhouse.net for more information.  

▪ Market Square Concerts – Presents on Thursday, March 31, at 8 p.m. at the Temple Ohev Sholom, UK-based Doric 
String Quartet. The program will offer an overview of three centuries in history of the String quartet genre featuring 
Haydn’s String Quartet Op. 64 No. 2. Korngold’s String Quartet No. 2, Op. 26, followed by one of Beethoven’s late 
masterpieces, String Quartet, Op. 132. 

▪ The Zonta Club of Harrisburg Hershey – proudly honors women's achievements throughout history and across each 
nation by celebrating Rose Day on March 8th.  This year our local club will be presenting to each lady at Shalom House 
special gift cards and a lovely vase filled with a beautiful yellow rose and baby's breath. The yellow rose is one of Zonta's 
symbols. Please go to our website; www.zonta-harrisburghershey.org for more information. 

▪ Beta Theta, local chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma (an honorary educational society for women) is sponsoring a trip 
to NYC to see a Broadway Show: choose either “Wicked” or “Kinky Boots” on Wednesday, June 22. Call Donna Winch - 
728-6884 prior to March 25, 2016 to RSVP 
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The Civic Club of Harrisburg 

P.O. Box 61407 

Harrisburg, PA 17106-1407 

 

“Civility with Purpose” 

OFFICERS 
President  ............................................... Gail Bishop 
Past President ............................... Jeanne Schmedlen 
1st Vice President (Programs) ........ Charlene Bashore 
2nd Vice President (Finance) ................ Beth Cornell 
3rd Vice President (Historic Preservation) Gina Douty 
Recording & Corresponding Secretary ......Judy Imler 
Treasurer ............................................... Sana Khouri 
Assistant Treasurer. ............................ Brenda Martin 
Membership Chair. ................................... Jean Cutler 
 

DIRECTORS  
2013–2016. ..........................................  Doris Coyne 
2014–2017. ..............................................Joan Bretz 
2015–2018 ...................................Jeanne Schmedlen 
 

APPOINTED CHAIRS 
Garden ..................................... MaryBeth Lehtimaki 
Newsletter ............................................... Linda Ries 
Non Profit Partnerships .......................... Kathy Gates 
Parliamentarian/Taxes ............................... Joan Bretz 
PR/Communications ..................... Jeanne Schmedlen 
Registrar  ............................................. Pat Shepherd 
Social and Awards ................................... Karen Best 
Technology .....................................Melanie Wagner 
Consultant, Marketing and Events ...... Kevin Braasch 
 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates 501 (c) (3) 
Chairman .............................................. James Imler 

NOTE: Articles and images for the April Ladies Notes should be emailed to Linda Ries at: jaggers1952@verizon.net by Friday March 4, 2016 

TCCH Phone line:                                                              717-234-6736  
TCCH on the web:                                www.civicclubofharrisburg.com  

Email:                                                                civicclubhbg@gmail.com 
Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Civic-Club-of Harrisburg 

Monday, March 7, 2016 
(11:30 a.m.) 

President’s Update 
& Noon Luncheon 

“Wildlife Wonders along  
the Majestic Susquehanna” 

Paul Zeph, Audubon Society of PA 
 

Wednesday, March 9, 2016 
(Time TBA) 

Service Project 
YMCA Residents Dinner 

 
Monday, March 21, 2016 

(10:00 am) 
Executive Board Meeting 

 
 

Sunday, April 3, 2016 
(2:30 - 5:30 p.m.) 

“Keeping the Faith: 
Sustaining the Dock and Pinchot 

Legacies in the 21st Century” 
 

Monday, April 4, 2016 
(10:00 am) 

Annual Meeting;  
Election of Officers 

Noon Luncheon 
“Bonsai Inspiration” 

Jim Doyle 
 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 
(7:15 am) 

Civic Minded Breakfast 

Looking Ahead 

Have you signed up for AmazonSmile? Support The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates every time you shop on Amazon’s 
website with no added cost to you. AmazonSmile will donate 5% of your purchase price to the TCCH Affiliates. Visit 
smile.amazon.com to setup your account. Thank you. 


