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M arch,  2015 

LADIES’ NOTES 

The purpose of The Civic Club of Harrisburg (TCCH and TCCH Affiliates) is to promote and engage in civic and social activities which preserve 

the heritage of the Club and its landmark building; encourage cultural and historic interest in the community; contribute to improving the 

welfare and education of children and youth, seniors and those in need; and foster relationships with like-minded organizations. 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg and Affiliates  “Civility with Purpose” Volume 7, Issue 5, February 2016 

End of Year Donations Help TCCH Affiliates! 
 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates wishes to acknowledge that we received a total of $1,125.00 from the fol-
lowing club members for their End of Year Donation: 

Cordell Affeldt, Gail Bishop, Sally Chamberlain, Beth Cornell, Cynthia Dunn, Kathy Gates, Gwendolyn 
Gilroy, Marney Lappley, Pat Lavelle, Brenda Martin, Jeanne Schmedlen, Elizabeth Stone and Judith Zerbe 

 

The following individuals have made a donation in memory of another club member: 
Kathy Gates in memory of Darcy Wagonhurst 
Elizabeth Stone in memory of Misses Anna and Roberta Orth 
Judith Zerbe in memory of Renie Abele 

 

Thank you for all who participated. 

From Paxton Ministries:  The generosity of TCCH is OVERWHELMING! You gave more 

gifts than we have ever received, and our residents’ Christmas boxes were filled to overflowing. 

Thank you for the care and creativity to put into purchasing gifts for the people at Paxton Minis-

tries. You helped our folks create new and beautiful memories of home to cherish for years to 

come. We appreciate you!         - Dawn Brotherton Director of Development, Paxton Ministries 

Gala is Coming! 
 

SAVE THE DATE Sunday May 15, 2016 for our annual fund-
raising GALA, "GATSBY'S PARTY, THE CELEBRATION 
CONTINUES” This is a repeat of our highly successful 1920s 
themed event, and will bring us together to show our support of 
Overlook, our historical building. Are you aware that Overlook 
is a registered National Historical Landmark? Being one hun-
dred and thirteen years old puts a lot of stress on us all!  
 

The committee is already hard at work and welcomes anyone 
who is interested in helping. Please contact Gail Bishop at 
gbishop3@verizon.net or respond to civicclubhbg@gmail.com. 
 

Gala Auction Items Needed 
 

In order to keep our landmark building looking grand, we need 
to give it tender loving care. Therefore, we will be having both a 
silent and open auction during our Gala.  
 

Please look around your home or as you travel for items you 
may be able to contribute. We need items very special items 
both big and small. If you don't have ideas of your own, in the 
following months you will be informed of ways you can help in 
this effort to keep Overlook grand. If you can contribute an item 
or cash to acquire items or perhaps create a money tree, please 
contact Marybeth Lehtimaki of the Auction Committee at 717-
599-5863, rentcivic@yahoo.com. 

March Program is for the Birds! 
 

Join us at Overlook March 7 when Paul Zeph, Director of 
Conservation at Audubon Pennsylvania presents “Wildlife 
Wonders along the Majestic Susquehanna.” The Susque-
hanna River is a vibrant corridor for the comings and go-
ings of wildlife. Paul will share some of the great places for 
observing birds and wildlife in their natural setting and 
through the changing seasons. 

L to R: Kathy Gates, Dawn Brotherton 

5th Annual Planning Retreat for  

TCCH Board and Members 

 

Monday, February 8th 
Held at Giant Center on Linglestown Road 

From 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Come and help us plan for our future.  

Your experience and ideas are welcome! 
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Holiday Decorations at ‘Overlook’ 
 
The ad hoc decorating committee of Cordell Affeldt, Teresa Chacon, Myrna Delgado, Lisa DeNicola, 
and Marybeth Lehtimaki, spent a wonderful few hours enjoying the opportunity to give ‘Overlook’ a 
holiday makeover in gold and silver. Hopefully, you were able to visit and see the glistening trees, 
sparkling lights and holiday themed décor. From the tree that greeted you as you walked in the door, to 

the mantel in the West (river) Room with Santa and rein-
deer in bisque and gold, wreath and other decorations in 
the East (2nd street) Room, it was a welcoming sight.  
 
Upstairs, silver poinsettias at the sconces and white and 
silver trees on the stage and by the River window, as well 
as special touches to the restrooms finished off the whole 
thing nicely (Brides visiting for upcoming weddings liked 
the restroom decor and asked we not change it). 

 
What was not visible to the viewer were the hours Marybeth and Lisa spent finding the “right” thing or the climbing up and down the 
stairs from basement to attic to get other decorations from storage. Everyone got their exercise that day! Cleaning up after the deco-

rating and un-decorating were also tasks that had to be completed. The best part of the 
day was the time we spent at the table eating dinner and sharing with each other and cri-
tiquing our work.  
 
Taking down the decorations was also completed by the committee of four. It was almost 
as time consuming as the decorating, but everything was marked and put away without 
incident. 
 
Special thanks to Lisa for her willingness to 
share her talents as a decorator and to the rest 
of the committee for their efforts! We hope 
more of you would join us next year. It really 

is great fun sharing with other members in a very informal atmosphere! 
 
Happy New Year to you and yours! 
The Decorators 

Committee Report from Preservation/Restoration Committee Report 

 

--Gina M. Douty 

 
Storm windows: Damon Taylor has installed the storm windows in the ballroom.     
Electrical issues: The team from Colonial Electric is in the process of completing the survey work of the building. Ryan Han-
nold, part of the team, is completing the drawings of the building to supply to Paul at Colonial so that he may mark up those 
drawings with the locations of switches, receptacles, and other devices, as well as the circuits and as they relate to the knob and 
tube wiring. I spoke with Paul January 6, 2016, and we should be hearing from him again by month’s end.   
 
HACC drawings: Sari Bailey of HACC has contacted me to say the architectural students will be ready to begin their drawing 
work on January 21, 2016. We will concentrate on the ballroom. They have asked me to come to HACC to introduce the project 
on January 19; however, I am not sure if my schedule will permit this yet.   
 
Asbestos testing of the basement plaster: A few months ago, I brought in Mark Lambdin, a restoration contractor and old contact 
of mine, to review the situation in the basement in regards to moisture and foundation wall stability. Mark feels that the founda-
tion walls are stable and there did not appear to be any structural issues he could note; however, there is a slight water issue we 
seem to sometimes deal with at the SE corner of the building…maybe from a natural spring, or an old broken pipe, etc. Not quite 
sure why the water is sometimes there. Possibly could be handled with a dehumidifier, but that would need to be monitored. 
Mark also noted that before any plaster is removed from the basement ceiling, or deteriorating basement walls at the floor level, 
the plaster should be tested for asbestos. Then we would have to decide how to deal with the deteriorating plaster and its re-
moval. Another thing that should be dealt with is the cleaning of some blackish mold in areas of the basement along Front Street 
site in room with the ice machine and sinks.  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Happy New Year! I hope that everyone had an enjoyable and relaxing holiday season. As 2016 begins, 
there are changes from the balmy weather we enjoyed and the cold has descended upon us. It is a time for 
staying warm, reflection, and moving forward. 
A Nominating Committee chaired by Brenda Martin has been formed and work has begun on a slate of 
officers and directors for 2016-17. If you are interested in volunteering for this committee, please contact 
Brenda at 540-5468. Please consider serving TCCH as an officer or as a chairperson of one of our many 
standing committees. Should you be contacted, please be receptive to becoming involved. You will meet 
many lovely people and form new friendships! 
 
The next planning retreat is Monday February 8 from 10:00am to 2:00pm at the Giant Center Community Room on Linglestown 
Road. We would love to have you join us. 
 
SAVE THE DATE - MAY 15, 2016 - for our annual fundraising GALA, "GATSBY'S PARTY, THE CELEBRATION 
CONTINUES.” The committee is already hard at work and welcomes anyone who is interested in helping. Please contact me at 
gbishop3@verizon.net or respond to civicclubhbg@gmail.com and you will be contacted. We welcome your talents. The more 
members involved... the better it will be. 
Please step up and know that your efforts are greatly appreciated. Thanks for being a wonderful group!  
 
TCCH President, Gail Bishop 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Contact civicclubhbg@gmail.com or call 234-6736 

 
• Attend the TCCH Board Retreat held on February 8 at 10:00 a.m. at the Giant Center Community Room, Linglestown 

Road. 
• Serve on a Standing Committee – Membership, Service, Newsletter, Program, Garden, Social, Technology, PR/

Communications, Non-Profit Partnerships, Finance, Scholarship, Gala 2016 
• Help with the Civic Minded Breakfast on February 10 – contact Kathy Gates at 730-9326 
• Help with the Scholarship program by working at Hershey Giant Center this winter, make a donation or serve on the com-

mittee – contact Gail Bishop at 566-9479 
• Serve on the Gala 2016 committee or help with the Silent Auction – contact Gail Bishop 
 

Please note – all mail should be directed to TCCH should be sent to P.O. Box 61407, Harrisburg, PA 17106-1407 

Have you “liked” the TCCH Facebook pages? 
 
Be sure to “like” the TCCH facebook page. Here are some easy instructions to follow. Please note the new posts to the page. This is 
a great way to promote the activities of the club through social media. 

 

For Current Facebook Users: In your browser (Firefox, Chrome, Internet Explorer, etc), enter this address: 
www.facebook.com/civicclubhbg/  Click the ‘Like’ button to connect to the page. This will allow the updates made to the page 
to appear in your Facebook news stream. 

 

For Non-Facebook Users:  You will first have to create a Facebook account. Visit www.facebook.com and create an account. 
It will ask you to set up your profile. (Some steps can be skipped) 
Then, follow the directions above. 

 

TCCH also has a new facebook page to promote weddings & events. It can be found at The Civic Club of Harrisburg Weddings & 
Events. Check it out! 

YOU can shape the future of the TCCH! 
 
The Civic Club of Harrisburg is looking for NEW leadership to serve as an Officer on the Board or 
chair a Standing Committee. The Board’s responsibility is to establish and carry out the purpose, 
goals, and objectives of the organization and to oversee the work of the standing committees. Mem-
bers of the Nominations Committee will begin their search to fill the positions this month. We have 
a mentoring program in place if you would like to learn more about the positions. Please consider 
volunteering your time to serve. Send an email to civicclubhbg@gmail.com.  
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From the Garden 
--Marybeth Lehtimaki 

 

The garden is finally resting. Can you believe that we had geraniums, petu-
nias and primrose blooming in December? As you walked into Overlook to 
join the crowd for the Holiday Brunch, it was amazing to see all those white 
blossoms adding an extra splash to the winter dressings. This latest cold snap 
has taken care of all of that.  
 
On November 11, members of the Garden Committee gathered to do the fall 
clean up. Although we were few, Cordell Afeldt, Lisa DeNicola, Marybeth 
Lehtimaki (and her husband Dave, taking pity on us) returned to help. We 
did the last weeding or what we hoped it would be as the weather has posed 
many challenges. We raked and bagged the leaves and recycled them to Dig 
My Earth for inclusion with their earth products. Anyone wanting to get rid 

of garden waste can drop it off at this site. You can see the piles of debris as you travel north on 322 at the Fishing 
Creek exit. You access the site through Fort Hunter using the road beside the barn. Another green effort by the Garden 
Committee. We filled the back of a pickup to the roof! 
 
Along with cleanup efforts, we made plans for a new area by clearing the back north corner for a Butterfly Garden in 
the spring. I hope that all who attended the October tea and the Holiday Brunch noticed this new addition. We also 
now have a cherub fountain/birdbath adding to the historic appearance of Overlook!   

Thanks to 
Doris Coyne 
for her dona-
tion to pur-
chase a new 
podium for the 

ballroom.  

Three new car-
pets have been 
purchased by 
Judy and Jim 
Imler and 
placed on the 

1st floor.  

Thanks Judy 

and Jim!!  

Gail Bishop and 
Kathy Gates attended 
the Interclub Service 
Thanksgiving lunch-
eon hosted by the Ki-
wanis. Note the new 
TCCH banner in the 

background!  

TCCH Affiliates Annual Meeting Notice 

February 9, 2016 

We would like to extend an invitation to all 
members of the Civic Club of Harrisburg to 
join the TCCH Affiliates on February 9th for 
their Annual Meeting at Overlook. The meet-
ing will begin with a 5:00 PM social followed 

by the meeting at 5:30 PM. 
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Have you signed up for Amazon Smile? 

 

Support The Civic Club of Harrisburg every time you shop on Amazon’s website with no added cost 
to you. Amazon Smile will donate 5% of your purchase price to the TCCH Affiliates. This is an 
easy way to support the mission of the organization by helping to preserve the historical building. 
Visit smile.amazon.com to setup your account. Thank you. 

A CENTURY OF SERVICE AND STILL KICKING! 

 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg has played a significant role in the social, economic and cultural life of the City of Har-
risburg for over one hundred years. Awesome! It has managed to be a major asset to the City because of the dedication 
of a corps of strong leaders. The time has come, however, to not just rest on our laurels! 
For anyone who knows someone who’s lived to be a centurion, you no doubt realize that these individuals have had to 
have some maintenance along the way in order to stay at optimal functionality! Sometimes it’s as simple as a pair of 
eye glasses, but sometimes it frequently requires major maintenance, such as a set of new knees or a heart transplant! 
The glasses are easy, but the major maintenance frequently requires the ‘full Monty” in terms of support from family 
and friends. 
In its life cycle, The Civic Club of Harrisburg is at a moment when it needs the “full Monty” treatment of support from 
its membership. The Club’s major physical asset, Overlook has a strong foundation, but it needs more than a facelift to 
meet its potential as a community asset and a source of revenue for the Club’s program and services. It needs some 
major investment. 
Growing and maintaining our membership is especially critical right now!  In order for Overlook to continue to be the 
great place it is to celebrate life’s special occasions and to serve as a center for civic and social interaction, it needs 
your support in terms of participation and membership recruitment.     
 Please consider this an invitation to becoming more engaged in our many committees and by asking your friends and 
acquaintances to become members, as well. Together is better, don’t you think? Any one on the membership commit-
tee will be glad to provide you with a membership brochure for you to share with a friend or acquaintance. And, this is 
an especially good time to introduce the idea of membership when the reduced fee is only $30.00. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

--Jean Cutler 

 
Welcome to these new members. Please add their personal data to your yearbook. 
 
Suze Moll   Pat Waller    Megan Buller 
1230 Highspire Rd  3136 Pennwood Rd   2020 Mt. Vernon Circle 
Harrisburg, PA 17111  Harrisburg, PA 17110   Harrisburg, PA 17110 
986-0586   233-5156    756-0881 
Cre88tiv@aol.com  atouchofsweden@hotmail.com  meg.buller@gmail.com 
 
Erica Bryce   Jenine Diaz    Cindy Essig 
City House   Diaz Data Services   331 Valley Road 
915 N Front St   331 Schuykill St    Etters, PA 17319 
Harrisburg, PA 17102  Harrisburg, PA 17110   932-4768 
574-0438   319-7856    Cindy@HistoricHarrisburg.com 
ebryce@bisolutions.net  jenine@diaztrans.com  

Our condolences to Karen Best for the passing of her daughter-in-law. Our condolences to Marybeth Lehtimaki for the 
passing of her sister-in-law. 
 
Happy Birthday wishes to these ladies in February – Gail Bishop, Deborah Fulham-Winston & Alice Anne Schwab 
 
Address Change for Leila Brown: 3651 Brookridge Terrace, Apt. 102, Harrisburg, PA 17109. 
 
Correction: Donna Winch’s new cell number is 717-728-6884. 
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Holiday Champagne Brunch 
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The Civic Club of Harrisburg 

P.O. Box 61407 

Harrisburg, PA 17106-1407 

 

“Civility with Purpose” 

OFFICERS 
President  ............................................... Gail Bishop 
Past President............................... Jeanne Schmedlen 
1st Vice President (Programs) ....... Charlene Bashore 
2nd Vice President (Finance) ................. Beth Cornell 
3rd Vice President (Historic Preservation) Gina Douty 
Recording & Corresponding Secretary ...... Judy Imler 
Treasurer .............................................. Sana Khouri 
Assistant Treasurer. ............................ Brenda Martin 
Membership Chair. .................................. Jean Cutler 
 

DIRECTORS  
2013–2016. ..........................................  Doris Coyne 
2014–2017. .............................................. Joan Bretz 
2015–2018 ................................... Jeanne Schmedlen 
  
APPOINTED CHAIRS 
Garden ......................................MaryBeth Lehtimaki 
Newsletter ............................................... Linda Ries 
Non Profit Partnerships ......................... Kathy Gates 
Parliamentarian/Taxes ............................... Joan Bretz 
PR/Communications .................... Jeanne Schmedlen 
Registrar  ............................................. Pat Shepherd 
Social and Awards .................................. Karen Best 
Technology ..................................... Melanie Wagner 
  
Consultant, Marketing and Events ...... Kevin Braasch 
 
The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates 501 (c) (3) 
Chairman ............................................... James Imler 

NOTE: Articles and images for the March Ladies Notes should be emailed to Linda Ries at: jaggers1952@verizon.net by Friday February 5, 2016 

TCCH Phone line:                                                              717-234-6736  

TCCH on the web:                                www.civicclubofharrisburg.com  

Email:                                                                civicclubhbg@gmail.com 

Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Civic-Club-of Harrisburg 

 
Monday, February 8, 2016 

(10:00 a.m.) 
Retreat/Strategic Planning 

Meeting at Linglestown Road Giant 
Community Center 

 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016  

(7:15 a.m.)  
Civic Minded Breakfast 

 
 

Monday, March 7, 2016 
(11:30 a.m.) 

President’s Update 
& Noon Luncheon 

“Wildlife Wonders along  
the Majestic Susquehanna” 

Paul Zeph, Audubon PA 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday, March 9, 2016 

(Time TBA) 
Service Project 

YWCA Residents Dinner 
 
 

Monday, March 21, 2016 
(10:00 am) 

Executive Board Meeting 
 
 

Monday, April 24, 2016 
(10:00 am) 

Annual Meeting;  
Election of Officers 

Noon Luncheon 
“Bonsai Inspiration” 

Jim Doyle 

Looking Ahead 

Have you signed up for AmazonSmile? Support The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates every time you shop on Amazon’s 
website with no added cost to you. AmazonSmile will donate 5% of your purchase price to the TCCH Affiliates. Visit 
smile.amazon.com to setup your account. Thank you. 


