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The purpose of The Civic Club of Harrisburg (TCCH and TCCH Affiliates) is to promote and engage in civic and social activities which preserve 

the heritage of the Club and its landmark building; encourage cultural and historic interest in the community; contribute to improving the 

welfare and education of children and youth, seniors and those in need; and foster relationships with like-minded organizations. 

 

4th Annual Planning Retreat for TCCH Board and Members 

 

Monday, January 12 and Monday, February 9 

Held at Giant Food Store on Linglestown Road 

From 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

Come and help us plan for our future. Your experience and ideas are welcome. 

In early November 2014, our former caterer informed us that 

they were removing all their tables and chairs from the clubhouse 

as the final exit step.  The Transition Committee developed an 

action plan to purchase new tables and chairs.  Thanks to Mary 

Beth Lehtimaki and Judy Imler, many chair designs and prices 

were reviewed. With TCCH Board approval, two styles were 

purchased; 150 chiavari chairs for weddings and special occa-

sions and 50 windowpane hard back chairs for use by businesses 

and the club. Both have mahogany stain and look great in the 

ballroom. Susan Moran, National Bridal Consultant, advised us 

on the wood stain selection to follow the newest trends.   

Footpads have been placed on all the chairs and tables and thanks 

to Jim and Judy Imler, David and Mary Beth Lehtimaki, Tori 

Bell and Beth Cornell, they have all been inventoried. The TCCH 

Board voted to raise the rental prices to accommodate the new 

costs to the club.  Amanda Smyser Scharrer, our Events Coordi-

nator and Marketing Consultant remarked “…these wonderful 

new chairs have had great response from brides and others as I 

walk them through the club…” 

Overlook has New Look for Clients 

Chiavari chairs and new tables at a 

recent event. 
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British Masonry & 

Restoration has now completed the third window in the 

ballroom. He found an additional problem with the fourth 

window but hopes to have it completed this month. This 

will finalize the repair to all the 

windows in the ballroom. This project 

is supported jointly by a grant from the 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission (PHMC) and The Civic 

Club of Harrisburg (TCCH).  
 

Also, the entrance gate has been repaired and new hinges 

have been placed on the wooden frame. This project is 

supported by a grant from the Historic Harrisburg 

Association. 

House and Garden News ~ 

Join us for a day at the PHS Philadelphia Flower Show on 
Thursday, March 5th. The show’s theme this year is 
“Lights, Camera, Bloom!”  Experience the magic of movies 
and horticulture at the 186th PHS Philadelphia Flower 
Show. TCCH will provide transportation and tickets for a 
small group of members. We have made arrangements to 
have a PHS docent give us a personalized tour of the show. 

The cost of the trip is $85 per person and will be collected 
the day of the trip. Lunch is on your own. Those interested 
need to inform Diana Petrovich by February 15 at 
cleo1028@verizon.net or call the clubhouse at 234-6736. 
We will meet at the Radisson Hotel parking lot in Camp 
Hill. We will leave at 8:00 a.m. and try to be back by 5:00 
p.m. depending on traffic that day.   

                        Special Event for Members 

TCCH Volunteer Opportunities (Contact civicclubhbg@gmail.com or call (717) 234-6736)  

 Need someone to check the telephone messages from the answering machine at the clubhouse. This can be done from your 

home. 

 Serve on the Technology committee to help with website updates and video equipment setup for program meetings. 

 Help setup for the March luncheon and program. 

 Serve on one of the Gala 2015 committees. 

 Newsletter editor beginning Fall 2015. 

mailto:cleo1028@verizon.net
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Seeking a volunteer as backup 

editor for the monthly “Ladies’ 

Notes” newsletter who will 

consider picking up the 

responsibility for the 2015-2016 

year.  If you have past experience 

with newsletters or have a flair 

for writing and creativity, please 

contact Ann Brooks at awbrooks@verizon.net or TCCH at 

civicclubhbg@gmail.com. 

 

Have you signed up for 
AmazonSmile? Support The 
Civic Club of Harrisburg 
Affiliates every time you shop 
on Amazon’s website with no 
added cost to you. 
AmazonSmile will donate 5% of 
your purchase price to the 
TCCH Affiliates.  

Visit smile.amazon.com to setup your account. Thank you. 

 

Be sure to mark your calendar and plan to bring a friend along with you to: 
 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Starts at 5:30 p.m. at Overlook 

Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments provided 
 

Meet the Affiliates Officers, learn about the preservation/restoration projects and fund raising efforts,  

and learn about the progress of the Gala 2015.  

THE CIVIC CLUB OF HARRISBURG TO HOST THIRD 

FUND-RAISING GALA ON SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2015 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, May 17, 2015 to attend the third annual Gala from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
The theme this year is “A Great Gatsby Celebration.”  

Ann and Dr. George Moffitt will be chairing the event. 

Affiliates Affairs, By Allan Ausman 

Hired as a new consultant in 
October 2014 to do tours of the 
clubhouse and manage the rental 
events at The Civic Club, Amanda 
Smyser Scharrer is a bright, young 
techie. She has been researching and 
writing a PR/Marketing plan for 
events that will soon be part of the 
full organizational Marketing/PR 
plan.  She has met with many 
individuals in the community, 
worked with our selected caterers, 

gone to training 
sessions with Board 
members and reached 
out to our website 
company.  To date, she 
has scheduled weddings 
in 2015, hosted “Third 
on the Burg” and put 
TCCH in the PA /DE “The Knot” at a greatly reduced 
price.  We have learned that 83% of the new inquiries have 
come from the “Knot” after reviewing the data.   

Update with Amanda ~ 

Overlook Mansion 

mailto:awbrooks@verizon.net
http://www.theknot.com/Vendors/Overlook-Mansion-The-Civic-Club-of-Harrisburg/Profile/CAR/031/771219/profile?sid=XJgiqM7UJLEqjvYX7q9iIA


TCCH Non-Profit Partner’s Update  
Submitted by Kathy Gates  
 

See events from our non-profit partners:   
 

 The PA Breast Cancer Coalition (PBCC) has launched its 2015 Refunds for Breast Cancer Research campaign, allowing 
each taxpayer to donate their state income tax refund to outstanding research projects across the state.  Every penny donated to 
the Refunds for Research program on the PA-40 income tax form goes to grants for Pennsylvania scientists working to find the 
cause of and cure for breast and cervical cancers.  By choosing code “A” on line 32, residents can have a profound impact on 
our fight to end this disease.  The PBCC encourages all taxpayers to support this exciting, cutting-edge research in Pennsylvania 
through the Refunds for Breast Cancer Research program. 

 The Harrisburg Choral Society presents its Lenten Reflections concer t on  Sunday, March 15, at 3:00 p.m. at Colonial Park 
United Church of Christ, 5000 Devonshire Road, Harrisburg.  The concert features works by Mozart and Britten as well as the 
Easter portion of Handel's Messiah.  Tickets are $12 and are available online at www.harrisburgchoralsociety.org, from any 
Choral Society member, or at the door. 

 The World Affairs Council of Harrisburg is hosting an International Poetry and Storytelling Festival slated for  7 p.m. 
Jan. 19 at Temple University Harrisburg. Tickets are available at: wacharrisburg.ticketleap.com/great-female-authors-dinner-
sylvia-longmire.  Contact Joyce Davis or Oksana Stalczynski at 717-221-1627 or wacharrisburg@gmail.com for more 
information. 

 The Salvation Army Harrisburg - Save the date! May 13, 2015 is our Annual Civic Event with special guest Coach James 
Franklin, Penn State Football!  Celebrating the 130th anniversary of The Salvation Army in Harrisburg and 150th anniversary 
of The Salvation Army as an international organization. For information (including Sponsorship Bundle Packages with Shoe 
Strut, September 11, 2015), contact Kathy Anderson-Martin, 717-233-6755 ext. 114; kathy.anderson-
martin@use.salvationarmy.org. 

 Ecumenical Food Pantry - We all had a great time at A Christmas Story, the winter fundraising event! Save the date, Friday, 
May 15, for The Adams Family at Theater Harrisburg at the Whitaker Center to benefit the Pantry. More later about ticket 
sales! 

 Market Square Concerts - On Saturday, February 28, at 8 p.m. at Rose Lehrman Arts Center, HACC, presents Trio Solisti and 
clarinetist Jon Manasse in a jazz- influenced program of music by Turina, Milhaud, Poulenc, Piazzolla and Gershwin. This 
concert is a part of celebrating 40th anniversary of the Rose Lehrman Arts Center and is sponsored by Lois Lehrman Grass. For 
tickets and information please visitwww.marketsquareconcerts.org. 

 Susquehanna Art Museum - Join the celebration of our grand opening on Friday, January 16, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m at our FREE 
Third in the Burg event. On view is Pop Open: Icons of Pop Art from Niagara University; Lobby Gallery: Harry Bertoia: 
Drawings Education Gallery: Anime Manga: Comic Book Creation Art in the Vault: Family-curated Art and our new VanGo! 
Museum on Wheels exhibition: Familiar Space: Artists and Their Neighborhoods. 

 PA Parks and Forests - The Foundation’s Photo Gallery Tour will be hosted in the East Wing of the Capitol from February 2 -
28th. The Gallery Tour features award winning photographs of our state parks and forests from the Foundation’s 2014 photo 
contest. A reception for the gallery will be held on February 24th from 3:30-5:00 in the East Wing rotunda. Visit the PPFF 
website at PaParksandForests.org and click calendar for additional information or follow us on Facebook. 

 Historical Society of Dauphin County - Second Sunday at the Mansion: A presentation by author Todd Mealy on William 
Howard Day, Sunday, February 8 at 2:30 pm. Historian and author Todd Mealy will speak on William Howard Day (1825-
1900), African-American community leader and abolitionist. A suggested donation of $5 is requested. Admission is Free for 
members. A tour of the Harris-Cameron Mansion will be offered at 1:00 pm. 

 Art Association of Harrisburg - Boogie on down to the Radisson, Camp Hill, for "LoveFest: A Happening" on Saturday, 
February 14, for the Bal Masque from 6 to 11 p.m. Come in costume or party attire for a chance to win groovy prizes! Deejays 
Chuck Schulz and Jonathan Frazier will be rocking the ballroom with cool '60's tunes. Enjoy a souped-up menu, street artists, a 
fab raffle of a Peter Max print, mimes and a 60's vintage video. The Silent Auction will be the absolute best ever! Tickets are 
$100 per person. Make your reservations at www.artassocofhbg.com. Proceeds from the Bal Masque support the Art 
Association's education and exhibition programs. 

 Dress for Success South Central PA is looking forward to its fir st event of 2015!  On February 19-22 visit the Harrisburg 
Mall to join us for our Winter Inventory Reduction Sale, located in the old Disney Store.  Stop by our sale from 10:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on the 19th, 20th, and 21st, and 12:00 to 3:00 p.m. for the Bag Sale on Sunday the 22nd.  This sale is a great 
opportunity for bargain shoppers.  Clothing selections include professional pants, suits, skirts, shirts, and accessories at 
incredible discount prices.  We are always looking for volunteers to sort inventory and participate in other opportunities, please 
call (717) 232-1333. 
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December 10, marked the 17th Civic Minded Breakfast 

hosted by the Civic Club.  At this meeting, presentations 

were made by Megan Weber, Development Coordinator 

at the Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts and 

Melissa Snyder, Executive Director of Jump Street.   

The Civic Minded Breakfast, held bi-monthly on the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month, has become a forum for Non 

Profit Organizations.  Attendance continues to grow and 

the Breakfast is becoming an important opportunity for 

Non Profit Organizations in our region to network and 

learn. The next Breakfast is February 11. 

We successfully partnered with both the Junior League 

and the Ecumenical Food Pantry this year for our Holiday 

service projects. Thank you to all who participated. 

TCCH hosted the Empower Hour Girls again this year. 

There were 25 middle and high school girls with the help 

of 12 Buddhist Monks making fleece blankets for the 

Bethesda Mission residents on December 20th. Thank 

you to all who participated.  

Service Corner News 
Submitted by Carol DiMartile 

Carol DiMartile and Kathy Gates 

Thanks to Lisa DeNicola, Marybeth Lehtimaki, Cordell Affeldt and Tori Bell for 
decorating the club house for the holidays. Everything looked wonderful. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Members and TCCH Board, 
 

Welcome to 2015. I hope everyone had a time of relaxation and the enjoyment of family and friends 
throughout the holidays. Now, it is a new year with so many happenings and events, both known and 
many as yet unknown, to look forward to experiencing. As the cold settles in during January and 
February and activities slow down, your Executive Board will continue to be hard at work. There will 
be two board retreats held at the Giant Center on LINGLESTOWN Road from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
on January 12 and February 9. The retreats are used as the planning mechanism for the next several 
years. We will be reviewing the last strategic plan developed for 2010-2013 and review what has been 
accomplished and what still needs to be developed as our strategic plan for the future of TCCH. New suggestions will be looked 
at and added to the updated plan. The completed strategic plan will be used as a guide to give us direction as we continue to move 
forward. Attendance is not limited to the Board and we invite interested members to attend for all or a part of these sessions. 
 

Save the date SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2015 for our third annual Gala. We are very fortunate to have Dr. George and Ann Moffett as 
the chairs for this event. Meetings have begun and, as always, we will need volunteers. Please come forward and volunteer your 
time to make this event a success. If you are approached, do not hesitate to contribute your talents. Thank you. 
 

Gail Bishop, Ed.D 
President, The Civic Club of Harrisburg 

MEMBERSHIP – Submitted by Jo Ann Curado 

We would like to welcome 2 new members this month. Please add their personal data to your yearbook. They are:  
 

 Carole Desoto     Norma Kenley-Barber 
 Box 87      646 Oak St. 
 Lemoyne, PA 17043    Harrisburg, PA 17110 
 717-579-8838     717-343-8621 
 caroledesoto@yahoo.com    hymn2006@aol.com 
 

Please make the following corrections to your Overlook yearbook:  Jessica Ritchie’s mailing address is 1893 Meadow Ridge Dr., 

Hummelstown, PA 17036. 
 

The pre holiday social at the home of Lisa DeNicola in early December was a huge success in spite of the weather. Thanks Lisa for 

hosting and to JoAnn Curado and Beth Cornell for bringing treats to share.   
 

Our membership to date totals 97. Since the current membership year ends May 31, 2015, we are offering half price memberships to 

those individuals who join The Civic Club now. Their membership will be valid from the day we receive the membership through 

May 31. Invite your friends and neighbors to one of our program luncheons and encourage them to become part of one of the oldest 

civic service groups in our area.  

We would like to wish a "Happy Birthday" to the following ladies:  
 

February – Gail Bishop and Alice Anne Schwab  

 

Membership Spotlight ~ 

It is with sadness to announce that we lost two of our TCCH members in December; D’Arcy Charney 

Wagonhurst on December 7, 2014 and Mary Irene Abele on December 18, 2014. Our condolences to their 

families.  
 

Gladys Nelson, while recovering from knee surgery this fall, fell in December.  She is on the mend but the fall 

put her back into physical therapy.  Gladys’s mailing address is 4705 Hunt Circle, Harrisburg, PA 17112.  
 

Gail Bishop had surgery in November on her foot. She is doing well. 
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Moments from the Holiday Champagne Brunch 
December 7, 2014 
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President:  Gail Bishop  

Past President:  Jeanne Schmedlen 

1st Vice President (Programs):  Jean Cutler  

2nd Vice President (Finance):  Beth Cornell  

3rd Vice President (Service):  Carol DiMartile 

4th Vice President (House & Gardens):  

Marybeth Lehtimaki, Victoria Bell  

Recording and Corresponding Secretary:  Judy Imler  

Treasurer:  Lynn Campbell  

Assistant Treasurer:  Brenda Martin  

Membership Secretary:  JoAnn Curado  

Directors: Joan Bretz, Sana Khouri, Doris Coyne  
 

Appointed Chairs: 

Parliamentarian/Taxes:  Joan Bretz 

Non-Profit Partnerships:  Kathy Gates 

Social and Awards:  Karen Best  

PR/Communications:  Jeanne Schmedlen 

Bylaws:  Shirley McCormick  

Newsletter:  Ann Brooks 

Technology:  Melanie Wagner  
 

The Civic Club of Harrisburg Affiliates 

501 (c)(3) 

 Chairman for the Affiliates:  Allan Ausman  

NOTE: News articles for the March “Ladies’ Notes” should be emailed to Kathy Gates, kgates808@comcast.net  by Friday, February 6, 2015. 

TCCH Phone line:                                                              717-234-6736  

TCCH on the web:                                                www.civicclubhbg.org  

Email:                                                               civicclubhbg@gmail.com 

Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Civic-Club-of Harrisburg 

Monday, February 9, 2015  

(10:00 a.m.) 

Retreat/Executive Brd/Strategic Plan 

NOTE:  Meeting at Linglestown Road, 

Giant Community Center 

  

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

(5:30 p.m.) 

Annual Mtg of Civic Cub Affiliates 

(TCCHA)  

  

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 

(8:00 a.m.) 

Civic-Minded Breakfast  

NOTE  CHANGE:  Linglestown Road, 

Giant Community Center 

  
 

Monday, March 2, 2015 

11:30 a.m. Meet & Greet 

Noon Luncheon 

“Ride Harrisburg’s Historic 

Emerald Necklace” 

Dick Norford 
 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 

(8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 

Philadelphia Flower Show 
 

 Monday, March 16, 2015 

(10:00 a.m.) 

Executive Board Meeting 
 

Monday, April 6, 2015 

Annual Meeting and Noon Luncheon 

11:30 a.m. Meet & Greet 

“The Program--It’s About Change” 

Valerie G Simmons 
  

Wednesday, April 8, 2015  

(7:15 a.m.) 

 Civic-Minded Breakfast 
  

Monday, April 20, 2015 

(10:00 a.m.) 

Executive Board Meeting 
  

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

(5:30 p.m.) 

New Member Orientation Reception  

LOOKING AHEAD: 
The Civic Club of Harrisburg 

2014-2015  Slate of Officers 
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